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L.  Lemberger,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  is  treas- 
urer, the  sum  of   •  dollars. 
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PA.,  UNDER  THE  ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1879. 


QIl?rn  tl|0U  Blialt  Bpr  anli  ht  rabtant.  anb 
tlju  l)fart  Bl^all  thrill  anb  bp  rnlargrJi; 
btcmst  abunbattrr  of  tl|p  Bra  Blyall  bp 
titntpb  unto  tl|rp.  tl|p  uiraltli  of  tl|r  nattona 
Bl^all  ramp  unto  tl|pp. 

— ilBaial?  fifl:  5. 

'Tis  the  weakness  in  strength  that  I  cry  for; 

my  flesh  that  I  seek 
In  the  Godhead  !   I  seek  and  I  find  it.   O  Saul, 

it  shall  be 

A  Face  like  my  face  that  receives  thee;  a 

Man  like  to  me 
Thou  shalt  love  and  be  loved  by,  forever— 

a  Hand  like  this  hand 
Shall  throw  open  the  gates  of  new  life  to  thee! 

See  the  Christ  stand ! 

— Browning. 


People  smile  at  the  enthusiasm  of  youth,  that 
enthusiasm  which  they  themselves  secretly  look 
back  at  with  a  sigh,  perhaps  unconscious  that 
it  is  partly  their  own  fault  that  they  have  ever 
lost  it. 

— Charles  Kingsley. 


The  reason  why  so  many  of  us  have  not  faith 
in  God  is  because  we  do  not  allow  ourselves 
to  be  put  in  those  circumstances  where  w^e  are 
compelled  to  exercise  faith.  To  give  God  a 
chance  in  our  lives,  we  must  be  ready  to  take 
steps  in  the  dark,  without  knowing  the  definite 
future. 

— John  Douglas  Adam. 


Grave  on  thy  heart  each  past  "red-lettered 
day !" 

Forget  not  all  the  sunshine  of  the  way 
By  which  the  Lord  hath  led  thee;  answered 
prayers, 

And  joys  unasked,  strange  blessings,  lifted 
cares, 

Grand  promise-echoes!  Thus  thy  life  shall  be 
One  record  of  his  love  and  faithfulness  to  thee. 

— Frances  Ridley  Havergal. 


"We  do  not  worship  a  dead  Christ ;  we  wor- 
ship a  living  Christ,  who  enters  into  these  lives 
of  ours,  and  saves  them,  and  sways  them,  and 
uplifts  them  to  an  ultimate  perfection  of 
strength  and  purity  and  beauty." 


The  presence  of  God  must  bring  a  sense  of 
dignitv,  of  elevation,  into  our  existence.  It 
was  a  great  king  who  once  said,  "Where  T 
sleep,  there  is  the  palace."  The  life  that  has 
the  presence  of  God  in  it  can  be  neither  trivial 
nor  unworthy. 

—Henry  Van  Dyke. 


The  reason  the  really  great  are  humble  is 
that  they  are  great  enough  to  see  the  heights 
to  which  they  have  not  attained. 

— William   T.  Ellis. 


'Cast  care  aside;  upon  thy  Guide 
Lean,  and  His  mercy  will  provide; 
Lean,  and  the  trusting  soul  shall  prove 
Christ  is  its  Life,  and  Christ  its  Love." 


To  apprehend  the  life  that  is  to  be  we  must 
learn  to  think  more  largely  and  sacredly  of 
"the  life  that  now  is."  We  must  enlarge  the 
scope  and  measure  of  to-day,  must  identify 
to-day  with  what  we  call  eternity. 

— Charles  Cuthbert  Hall. 


Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 
If  thou  the  truth  wouldst  teach; 

Thy  soul  must  overflow,  if  thou 
Another's  soul  wouldst  reach ; 

It  needs  the  overflow  of  heart 
To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 

— HoRATius  Bonar. 


Religion  is  social,  from  first  to  last.  It  is 
incapable  of  being  anything  else.  It  is  the 
primal  act  in  which  m"en  find  themselves  in  one 
another  by  finding  themselves  in  God. 

— Henry  Scott  Holland. 


It  is  not  our  strength  and  God's  strength 
which  together  make  perfect  strength,  but 
God's  and  our  weakness. 

— Edward  F.  Russell. 


Beauty,  whether  visible  or  audible,  is  the 
attempt  in  nature  or  by  man  to  realize  the 
ideally  perfect. 

— ToHN  Harrington  Edwards. 


One  day  at  a  time !    But  one  single  day. 

Whatever  its  load,  whatever  its  length; 
And  there's  a  bit  of  precious  Scripture  to  say 

That  according  to  each  shall  be  our  strength. 

— Helen  Hunt  Jackson. 
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Eternal  God.  who  hast  neither  dawn  nor 
evening,  yet  sendest  us  alternate  mercies  of  the 
darkness  and  the  day;  there  is  no  light  but 
Thine,  without,  within.  As  Thou  liftest  the 
curtain  of  night  from  our  abodes,  take  also 
the  veil  from  all  our  hearts.  Rise  with  Thy 
morning  upon  our  souls ;  quicken  all  our  labor 
and  our  prayer;  and  though  all  else  de- 
clines, let  the  noontide  of  Thy  grace  and  peace 
remain.  May  we  walk,  while  it  is  yet  day,  in 
the  steps  of  Him  who,  with  fewest  hours,' fin- 
ished Thy  divinest  work. — Amen. 

— James  Martineau. 


THE  CHURCH  A  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.  EVERY    CHRISTIAN    A    LIFE  MEMBER. 


Volume  V. 


liag,  1913 


No.  5. 


Sober  Thoughts  for  Serious  Toilers 


|PINOZA,  the  greatest  of  modern  Jews 
and  the  father  of  modern  philoso- 
phy, writes :  "It  is  not  enough  to 
point  out  what  ought  to  be;  we  must 
also  point  out  what  can  be,  so  that 
every  one  may  receive  his  due  without  depriv- 
ing others  of  what  is  due  them." 


'And  all  through  life  I  see  a  Cross, 

Where  sons  of  God  yield  up  their  breath; 

There  is  no  gain  except  by  loss. 
There  is  no  life  except  by  death. 

There  is  no  vision  but  by  faith; 
Nor  glory  but  by  bearing  shame. 
Nor  justice  but  by  taking  blahie." 


Miss  Helen  Keller,  the  blind  leader  of  the 
seeing  ones,  believes  that  unity  is  necessary  to 
all  success  in  this  world.  In  an  address  she 
said : 


"As  I  was  blind,  now  I  see.  As  I  was 
dumb,  I  speak;  as  I  was  deaf,  I  hear.  I 
have  found  soul,  and  love,  and  God.  Life  is 
glorious,  the  living  for  and  by  one  another. 
Alone,  we  can  do  so  little;  together,  so  much. 
When  I  think  of  what  can  be  done  in  the 
power  of  men  united  by  love  my  soul  lifts  up 
to  meet  the  sun  as  my  voice  leaps  up  to  thank 
the  Lord  of  Life." 


"Better  to  know  about  things  before  we  talk 
about  them  than  to  talk  about  them  before  we 
know  them." — Lovejoy. 


everything  else  in  the  world.  All  Asia  lies 
back  of  China.  China  has  the  power  of  lead- 
ership. We  ought  to  pour  men  and  women 
into  China. 


"We  here  in  America  hold  in  our  hands  the 
fate  of  the  coming  years,  and  shame  and  dis- 
grace will  be  ours  if,  in  our  eyes  the  light  of 
high  resolve  is  dimmed,  if  we  trail  in  the 
dust  the  golden  hope  of  men." — Theodore 
Roosevelt. 


It  does  not  follow  that  because  a  plan  or 
a  process  is  old  it  is  good,  any  more  than  one 
can  be  sure  that  an  aged  man  is  a  saint.  It  is 
often  simply  the  superior  ease  of  "staying 
put"  that  moves  us  to  remonstrance  when  any 
difference  in  the  established  order  is  proposed. 
The  history  of  invention  is  the  history  of 
attempts  to  overcome  the  prejudice  of  men's 
minds  in  favor  of  the  old  and  accepted  order. 


Some  one  has  said :  "It  is  no  task  for 
suns  to  shine."  And  let  me  say.  We  can  turn 
a  task  into  a  trust  by  doing  it.  Conscious  as 
we  are  of  the  presence  and  power  of  Jesus 
in  our  hearts  and  lives,  it  is  no  task  for  us,  the 
sons  of  God,  to  do  our  full  duty  in  the  work 
of  world-evangelization.  As  a  part  of  the 
Church  of  God  we  are  able  to  assume  our 
share  of  this  World-Task,  not  to  convert,  not 
to  Christianize,  not  to  save,  but  to  bring  the 
Ten  Millions  of  Souls — our  assumed  responsi- 
bility— into  touch  with  the  saving  power  of  the 
Gospel. 


The  whole  Christian  world  will  be  justified  The  Church  at  home  is  the  sustaining  power 
to  put  China  for  the  next  five  years  before     of  the  work  of  foreign  missions.    Upon  the 
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Christians  at  home  devolves  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibility of  supplying  the  men  and  in  gath- 
ering the  means  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel 
among  the  heathen.  The  living  link  between 
the  needs  abroad  and  the  base  of  supply  at 
home  is  the  pastor.  Where  he  leads  the  people 
will  follow.  What  he  tells  them  they  will  do. 
When  he  asks  they  will  give. 


"I  can"  is  the  expression  which  every  true 
man  makes  when  he  looks  out  upon  life  and 
sees  his  opportunities.  "I  cannot"  is  the  ex- 
pression of  the  coward,  who,  thinking  of  him- 
self more  than  of  the  need,  hesitates  and  then 
runs  away.  There  may  be,  of  course,  a  boast- 
ing spirit  which  will  lead  a  man  to  say  'T  can" 
without  consideration.  But  there  is  not  half 
as  much  danger  of  this  as  there  is  of  the 
dilatory  and  hesitating  spirit  hunting  for  ex- 
cuses and  glad  when  they  are  found. 


Nothing  is  foreign  to  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Christianity  is  a  world-religion.  It  is  uni- 
versal in  its  scope,  and  its  purpose  is  to  draw 
all  men  into  fellowship  with  their  true  and 
only  Saviour.  A  new  world-consciousness  has 
taken  possession  of  the  mind  of  the  Church. 
There  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  Chris- 
tians to  win  the  world  for  Christ.  This  is  our 
privilege  as  well  as  our  inspiration.  So  long 
as  we  abide  in  this  spiritual  atmosphere  we 
can  dream  and  hope  and  serve.  And  where 
this  world-consciousness  is  strongest,  there 
members  will  be  most  loyal  to  the  claims  of 
parochial  duty. 


"Christian  literature  is  one  of  the  buttresses 
of  Christian  character.  Few  people  living  in  a 
Christian  land  realize  how  much  they  owe  to 
scores  of  stimulating  and  supporting  influences. 
They  live  in  an  environment  of  Christian 
ideals.  Art,  music,  literature,  architecture — 
all  of  them  at  their  best  products  of  Christian 
thought  and  activity,  are  among  the  glories  of 
a  Christian  heritage." 


"If  you  will  come  and  help  us  to  mould 
aright  those  precious  materials  for  building 
up  there  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  we  shall, 
please  God,  save  China  yet.  But  the  powers 
of  evil  are  at  work  as  well  as  the  powers  of 
good.  //  we  fail  in  our  part  now,  the  glorious 
metal  that  seems  all  but  ready  for  the  touch  of 
the  Divine  Artist  will  fall  cold  and  hard  again, 
and  the  Church  may  have  to  wait  through 
decades,  if  not  centuries,  of  shame  and  re- 
morse, for  the  return  of  the  opportunity  of 
to-day." — Rev.  J.  Campbell  Gibson,  D.  D., 
Swatow,  China. 


UNITED  PRAYER  FOR  THE  WORLD. 

Praise. 

For  the  unspeakable  gift  of  God's  love ; 
for  the  share  He  gives  us  in  His  work; 
for  those  He  has  delivered  from  the  pow- 
er of  darkness  and  translated  into  the 
Kingdom  of  His  dear  Son. 

Common  Daily  Prayer. 

For  a  realization  of  the  need  of  the 
non-Christian  world;  its  helplessness,  its 
poverty,  its  materialism,  lust  and  super- 
stition, the  inadequacy  of  its  religions ; 
its  spiritual  hopelessness. 

For  a  truer  conception  of  the  Mission 
of  the  Church ;  for  more  consecration  and 
sacrifice;  for  a  full  surrender  to  the  lead- 
ership of  Christ;  and  that  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  will  thrust  forth  laborers  into 
His  harvest. 

For  the  missionaries  that  they  may 
have  a  continual  sense  of  Christ's  pres- 
ence, and  may  have  greater  access  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

For  the  Church  that  it  may  grow  in 
faith  and  love  and  fruitfulness. 

For  religious  liberty  and  peace. 

For  the  evangelization  of  the  whole 
world  and  the  establishment  of  the  King- 
dom of  Christ. 

'That  they  might  know  Thee,  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou 
hast  sent." 


HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP  THE  OUTLOOK. 

Subscribers  can  help  the  Editors  in  several 
ways: 

1.  If  you  fail  to  receive  your  Outlook  of 
Missions,  kindly  drop  a  card. 

2.  If  any  error  occurs  in  subscriptions  sent 
in,  politely  inform  us. 

3.  If  you  do  not  find  the  date  of  expira- 
tion after  your  name  on  the  wrapper,  that  is, 
if  you  have  sent  your  renewal  since  January, 
1913,  or  if  you  are  a  new  subscriber,  it  will 
be  a  favor  to  let  us  know. 

4.  Unless  a  special  request  is  made  for  it, 
no  separate  receipt  will  be  sent,  for  the  date 
of  expiration  on  the  wrapper  is  proof  of  your 
having  paid  to  a  certain  time. 


>  -I 


-Editor- 


Rev.  Charles  E.  Soha^efbtck,  D.  D.,  qeiteral  secretary 


WITHHOLDING  IS  LOSING. 

What  is  lower  than  to  be  a  thief  or 
robber!  Those  who  steal  are  usually 
despised  among  men.  This  is  true  of  a 
man  who  steals  from  his  fellowman,  but 
what  may  we  say  about  him  who  steals 
from  God?  Surely  he  should  be  called 
the  meanest  and  most  ungrateful  of  men. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  such  men  are 
found  in  the  Church,  where  the  highest 
code  of  honor  and  honesty  is  taught; 
and,  still  more  strange,  the  Church  does 
not  seem  to  despise  them. 

What  God  thinks  of  them  is  quite  an- 
other matter,  and  I  would  not  like  to  be 
in  their  place  and  take  their  risk. 

But  this  one  thing  is  eternally  true, 
that  stealing  from  God — for  example,  by 
withholding  and  misusing  what  is  His — 
always  brings  loss — first  of  all,  financial 
loss,  and  especially  spiritual  loss. 

Here  is  one  proof :  "He  which  soweth 
sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly."  Paul 
said  that ;  but  a  thousand  years  before 
Paul  was  born,  Solomon  said :  ''There  is 
that  which  withholdeth  more  than  is 
meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty." 

Here  is  another  proof,  taken  from  the 
experience  of  men :  Today  yet  God  sends 
blight  and  blasting,  early  frost  and 
drought,  not  only  on  garden  and  field,  but 
also  on  plan  and  effort. 

Very  true,  the  blight  may  not  fall  on 
Monday,  nor  the  frost  bite  the  crop  on 
Tuesday,  for  punishment  often  does  not 
follow  swiftly  on  the  heels  of  sin,  be- 
cause God  is  not  hasty,  like  men,  but  is 
long-suffering;  but  yet  it  is  divinely  true 
that  God  will  duly  send  the  devourer 
upon  those  who  withhold  tithes  and  of- 
ferings. 

About  forty  years  ago  an  old  member 
of  our  Church  in  Western  Pennsylvania 
gave  his  sons  $80,000,  which  they  spent 
and  lost  whdle  he  yet  lived.  All  this 
money  melted  away  like  snow  on  the 


hillside.  The  dear  old  man  missed  his 
opportunity  to  serve  his  Lord  and  his 
Church  in  large  offerings. 

Many  years  ago  a  pastor  asked  a 
wealthy  member  for  $100  toward  pay- 
ing a  debt  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home, 
and  the  answer  was  :  'T  cannot  afford  it"  ; 
but  in  less  than  twelve  months,  by  no 
fault  of  his  own,  he  was  drawn  into  a 
lawsuit  which  cost  him  seven  times  $100. 
It  is  not  safe  for  shortsighted  man  to  in- 
terpret God's  dealings  in  particular  cases, 
but  such  an  experience  should  make  one 
thoughtful,  to  say  the  least. 

Robbing  God  by  withholding  His  rea- 
sonable dues  is  just  the  same  in  kind  as 
withholding  our  prayers  and  other  forms 
of  worship.  When  we  fail  to  honor  God, 
hurt  must  follow. 


WORTH  WHILE. 


THE  definite  work  set  before  us 
to  be  done  for  home  mis- 
sions during  this  jubilee  year, 
vith  its  many  anniversaries, 
is  to  raise  a  thank-offering  of  $500,000 
in  the  form  of  one  thousand  Church- 
building  Funds  as  an  expression  of  grat- 
itude, gratitude  to  God  for  His  guiding 
hand  and  His  constant  help,  gratitude 
also  to  our  fathers  and  mothers  who 
made  possible  the  great  things  of  today. 
But  can  this  be  done?  Yes,  just  as  other 
large  things  are  done,  by  our  people  do- 
ing large  things  for  the  Church. 

Let  the  poor  give  their  precious  little; 
let  the  middle  class  give  their  propor- 
tionate more ;  and  let  the  rich  give  so 
much  out  of  their  abundance  as  will  real- 
ly honor  God.  Then  will  this  jubilee 
year  be  a  joy  to  the  Church  and  a  sweet 
savor  to  the  Lord,  as  well  as  a  financial 
success  before  the  world. 

Very  much,  however,  depends  on  the 
large  giving  of  those  of  our  people  to 
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whom  the  Lord  has  given  large  means ; 
and  I  am  emphasizing  a  very  simple  duty 
when  I  beg  them  to  put  their  money, 
their  large  sums,  where  it  is  "worth 
while." 

Last  week  your  neighbor  bought  an 
•  automobile  which  he  did  not  need ;  that 
was  not  worth  while. 

Lately  one  of  our  rich  men  spent 
$135,000  in  merely  remodeling  his  pri- 
vate railroad  car;  that  was  not  worth 
while. 

Mr.  A.  put  $100,000  into  a  house  to 
shelter  his  perishing  body  and  $10,000 
into  a  monument  in  the  cemetery,  which 
ere  long  will  crumble ;  very  much  of  that 
was  not  worth  while. 

Mr.  B.  left  $100,000  to  his  two  chil- 
dren (far  more  than  was  good  for  them) 
and  nothing  to  the  Church ;  that  was  not 
worth  while. 

In  all  these  cases  it  was  not  worth 
while,  because  luxury  and  waste  do  not 
glorify  God.  They  are  far  removed  from 
the  teaching  of  our  Lord. 

Oh,  I  beseech  you,  put  your  money 
where  it  worth  while. 

But  what  is  "worth  while"?  It  is  that 
which  does  your  neighbor  a  lasting  good, 
helping  him  to  glorify  God. 

When  Enoch  Pratt  put  $1,000,000  into 
a  public  library  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  that 
was  worth  while. 

When  the  late  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Hood, 
of  Frederick,  Md.,  put  $15,000  into  the 
Scholl  Observatory  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  and  $35,000  into  Hood 
College  for  Women,  in  Frederick,  Md., 
and  then  many  thousands  more  by  will, 
that  was  worth  while. 

When  some  time  ago  Miss  Blanche 
Harnish,  of  Huntingdon  county.  Pa.,  a 
humble  country  girl, who  read  her  Church 
paper  and  loved  the  Lord,  gave  a  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500,  that  was  worth 
while. 

When  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  could  not 
give  a  Church-building  Fund,  because  he 
was  educating  a  relative,  was  he  not  do- 
ing the  sacred  "worth  while,"  putting  that 
dependent  girl  on  her  feet  and  making 
her  a  power  for  good  for  fifty  years? 

Oh,  put  your  money  not  into  self,  but 


into  souls  ;  not  into  the  perishable,  but  into 
the  abiding,  for  that  alone  is  worth  while. 

What  a  beautiful  contrast  between  the 
wealthy  Miss  Helen  M.  Gould  (now  Mrs. 
Shepard)  in  her  large  and  repeated  giv- 
ing for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  the 
uplift  of  the  lowly,  not  reckless  and  in- 
discriminate, but  careful  and  intelligent 
giving — what  a  striking  contrast  between 
her  and  scores  of  wealthy  men  and  wo- 
men in  the  use  of  large  money  for  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  good  of  this  gen- 
eration! Her  life  is  worth  while;  theirs 
is  a  waste. 

But  he  who  would  do  this  work  must 
do  it  while  the  sun  shines.  The  day 
passes,  the  shadows  of  evening  fall,  the 
night  Cometh,  the  light  goes  out,  and  the 
work  is  ended,  whether  finished  or  not. 


HUNGARIAN  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

Our  first  Hungarian  congregation  was 
organized  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1891, 
and  the  second  was  organized  soon  after 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

But  no  Sunday  schools  were  organized 
at  that  time.  Why  not?  Because  in  that 
early  day  the  congregations  were  made 
UD  almost  entirely  of  men.  Very  many 
of  them  were  single  men  and  the  rest  had 
not  yet  brought  their  families  to  Amer- 
ica. Of  course,  then  we  had  few  Hun- 
garian children,  and  a  Sunday  school  was 
hardly  possible. 

But  in  a  few  years  all  this  was  changed. 
Families  were  brought  over,  churches 
were  built,  children  grew  older  and  en- 
tered our  public  schools,  courage 
strengthened,  American  ways  were  more 
and  more  followed,  and  then  we  could 
have  Sunday  schools. 

The  first  one  was  organized  in  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  in  1897,  by  Rev.  Alexander 
Kalassay;  and  in  that  Hungarian  con- 
gregation we  today  have  our  largest  Sun- 
day school. 

As  in  all  beginning's,  it  was  hard  work. 
Mr.  Kalassay  in  1907  said :  "We  had  no 
helps,  no  literature,  no  picture  cards,  no 
teachers.  When  the  Hungarian  Ameri- 
can Reformed  Union  was  organized  in 
1897,  a  paper.  The  Orallo,  was  started, 
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and  in  it  some  lesson  helps  were  given ; 
but  that  paper  failed.  In  1900  the  Sen- 
tinel was  started,  and  some  Sunday  school 
helps  were  given.  A  little  later  our  Sun- 
day School  Board  published  (and  does 
yet)  a  Hungarian  Sunday  school  paper, 
The  Evangel,  and  since  then  the  work 
has  been  growing." 

From  this  early  sowing  has  come  splen- 
did fruit.  We  now  have  Sunday  schools 
in  nearly  all  of  our  Hungarian  congrega- 
tions. Both  parents  and  children  attend 
them.  Teachers  have  been  trained  and 
more  helps  are  at  hand.  All  the  larger 
children  have  been  taught  good  English 
in  the  public  schools,  and  English  is  used 
in  some  of  the  Sunday  schools. 

As  in  German  congregations,  so  in  the 
Hungarian,  sooner  or  later,  English  will 
be  needed  and  even  demanded  in  the  con- 
gregational service. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  met  at  headquarters 
in  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday,  April  16. 
Interesting  reports  were  submitted  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Board.  The  Treas- 
urer reported  recipts  for  the  quarter  of 
$19,111.09  in  the  General  Fund  and  of 
$17,411.90  in  the  Church-building  Fund, 
or  a  total  of  $36,522.99.  He  also  made  a 
final  report  of  the  Home  Mission  Day 
offerings  for  last  year,  the  total  amount 
of  which  is  $10,530.81,  almost  twice  as 
much  as  the  year  before.  The  report  also 
showed  that  only  28  per  cent,  of  the  ap- 
portionment for  the  year  had  been  re- 
ceived up  to  April  1st.  Much  of  the 
Board's  business  thus  had  to  be  carried 
forward  with  borrowed  money.  This  is 
clearly  an  injustice  to  the  cause. 

The  missions  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  are  fairly  prosperous.  Cumber- 
land dedicated  its  fine  new  building  in 
March.  The  building  at  Buffalo  is  about 
completed ;  Salem,  Altoona,  is  nearing 
completion ;  so  is  High  Point,  Scottdale, 
Warren,  Rochester,  and  Louisville,  Ky. 
A  number  of  missions  are  contemplating 
the  erection  of  new  buildings  during  the 
summer.  Our  Hungarian  Mission  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  suffered  severely  by  reason 


of  the  recent  flood  in  Ohio,  and  the  Board 
appeals  to  the  Church  for  contributions 
to  relieve  the  situation. 

During  the  quarter  a  number  of  our 
missionaries  resigned :  Rev.  T.  R.  Bren- 
dle,  at  Abilene,  Kans.,  and  Rev.  B.  K. 
Hay,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Rev.  M.  M. 
Noacker  was  transferred  from  Cheney, 
Kans.,  to  the  mission  at  Albemarle,  N.  C. ; 
Rev.  J.  S.  Peters,  from  Emmanuel,  York, 
to  St.  James',  Allentown.  The  following 
other  commissions  were  ordered  to  be 
issued :  Rev.  Ladislaus  Gerenday,  for 
East  Chicago  Hungarian  Mission ;  Rev. 
W.  H.  Landis,  for  Derry,  Pa. 

The  committee  was  again  confronted 
by  applications  for  loans  amounting  to 
$17,500.  Of  these  it  could  grant  only 
$4,500. 

The  committee  approved  of  the  United 
Missionary  Campaign,  which  is  to  be  a 
nation-wide,  interdenominational  presen- 
tion  of  the  whole  Missionary  enterprise, 
Home  and  Foreign,  during  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1914.  It  also  adopted  cer- 
tain plans  looking  towards  greater  comity 
and  co-operation  in  the  establishing  of 
Missions  among  the  various  denomina- 
tions in  this  country. 

A  number  of  interesting  and  perplex- 
ing problems  in  connection  with  our 
Western  work,  and  our  Japanese  work  in 
San  Francisco,  presented  themselves,  re- 
quiring much  time  for  earnest  considera- 
tion. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  will 
be  held  at  headquarters  on  July  15,  1913, 
at  7.30  P.  M. 


Any  man  who  builds  a  home  not  only 
solidifies  his  own  family,  but  creates  two 
values — that  of  his  property  for  himself 
and  of  his  property  for  the  city  in  which 
he  dwells. 


Heaven  is  just  the  achievement  of  a  charac- 
ter of  permanent  righteousness.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive of  anything  which  could  be  so  awful  as 
to  be  a  permanent  and  eternal  and  incorrigible 
sinner,  and  I  cannot  conceive  anything  in  the 
gift  of  God  through  eternity  which  could  sur- 
pass the  glory  of  being  forever  and  ever  an 
expression  of  the  life  of  God  in  the  universe  as 
Jesus  was  when  He  walked  about  among  men. 

— James  A.  Francis. 
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New  Church  at  Cumberland,  Md. 


CUMBERLAND,  MD.,  DEDICATION. 

The  Mission  at  Cumberland,  Md.,  ded- 
icated its  fine  new  Church  on  Pahn  Sun- 
day. Superintendent  Senders  represent- 
ed the  Board  on  this  occasion.  The  build- 
ing is  a  two-story  structure,  with  the 
first  floor  to  be  used  for  Sunday  school 
and  social  purposes.  The  auditorium  is 
on  the  second  floor.  The  entire  cost  of 
the  building  is  $21,700,  of  which  the  con- 
gregation has  already  provided  almost 
one-half.  The  present  membership  is 
about  200.  For  a  number  of  years  this 
Mission  was  satisfied  to  worship  in  a 
very  inadequate  building.  The  location 
is  a  most  excellent  one — right  in  the 
heart  of  this  thriving  town.  Rev.  Eugene 
P.  Skyles  has  been  the  pastor  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  has  done  most  ex- 
cellent work  and  the  Mission  has  greatly 
prospered  under  his  care.  It  will  not  be 
many  days  until  this  Mission  will  go  to 
self-support.  Money  invested  at  this 
point  has  already  brought  large  returns, 
and  still  larger  things  may  be  expected 
of  it  in  the  future. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  MISSIONS. 

OHIO  SYNOD. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  has  about  completed 
its  new  building  and  expects  to  dedicate 
on  June  8th. 

Youngstown,  Ohio,  107  new  Sunday 
school  scholars  through  a  three  months' 


contest.  Forty  men  have  made  an  Every- 
member  Canvass  during  April. 

Ohmer  Park,  Dayton,  Ohio,  paid  $850 
on  its  debt  during  the  last  nine  months. 

Springfield.  — ■  Missionary  Hofifman 
made  190  visits  on  members  during  the 
quarter  and  72  on  non-members. 

Toledo  will  shortly  begin  its  new  ad- 
dition to  the  Sunday  school  room.  On 
April  6th  it  celebrated  the  eighth  anni- 
versary of  the  present  pastorate. 

Alliance  reports  apportionment  paid  in 
full,  all  debts  paid,  with  money  in  the 
treasury.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Stahl, 
made  228  calls  during  the  quarter. 

Warren  has  about  finished  its  new 
building  and  will  dedicate  June  1st. 


PITTSBURG  SYNOD. 

St.  Paul's,  Johnstown,  reports  full  ap- 
portionment paid,  plus  $41  on  the  ap- 
portionment for  1913-1914. 

Scottdale  completes  its  new  church 
building  by  Whitsunday. 

Cumberland  dedicated  its  fine  new 
building — one  of  the  finest  in  the  city — 
on  Palm  Sunday. 

Butler  disposes  of  18  copies  of  the 
Messenger  weekly  through  boy  carriers. 

Punxsutawney  must  build  in  the  near 
future  to  relieve  present  congestion. 

Turtle  Creek  reports  apportionment 
paid  in  full;  17  Messengers  are  disposed 
of  weekly  by  boy  carriers. 

Grove  City  recently  installed  electric 
lighting  and  a  new  carpet,  and  made  other 
improvements  to  its  church. 

Vandergrift  reports  apportionment 
paid  in  full ;  outlook  splendid ;  large  at- 
tendance ;  will  soon  need  more  room. 

New  Kensington.  — ■  Apportionment 
paid  in  full. 

Duquesne  made  needed  repairs  to 
church  and  parsonage.  Mission  has  large 
number  of  young  people. 

McKeesport  had  gain  of  22  members 
and  raised  $522  for  current  expenses. 

Ascension,  Allegheny,  has  combined 
its  Church  and  Sunday  school  services 
with  splendid  results.  It  brings  the  older 
people  to  the  Sunday  school  and  keeps 
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the  younger  for  church  services.  The 
Mission  recently  paid  $400  on  its  debt. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  expects  to  enter  its 
new  building  the  latter  part  of  May. 


HUNGARIAN  CHURCHES. 

South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  is  building  a 
splendid  parsonage  alongside  of  its  fine 
new  church. 

Lorain,  Ohio,  has  lost  a  number  of 
members  by  reason  of  their  removal  to 
the  best  farms  in  Texas.  Missionary 
Virag  made  350  visits  among  members 
and  others  during  the  past  quarter. 


INTERIOR  SYNOD. 

Emporia  reports  the  best  year  in  its 
history.  Five  families  recently  allied 
themselves  with  the  Church.  Mission  is 
preparing  to  pay  old  mortgage  on  its 
Church  during  the  current  year. 

Denver  raised  $235  as  an  Easter  offer- 
ing. Its  young  people  form  a  valuable 
asset  to  the  Church. 

Freeport  reports  prospects  very  bright. 
Its  debt  fund  reaches  $658 — a  surprise 
to  every  one. 

Gary  had  a  communion  of  65  on  Eas- 
ter. The  Missionary,  Mr.  J.  M.  John- 
son, who  spends  only  Saturdays  and  Sun- 
days with  the  Mission,  reports  272  visits 
during  the  quarter. 

St.  Joseph  hopes  soon  to  complete  a 
Church-building  Fund. 

Sioux  City  gained  20  members  and  has 
its  apportionment  paid  in  full. 


POTOMAC  SYNOD. 

St.  Mark's,  Baltimore,  has  paid  its 
apportionment  in  full  and  has  a  com- 
jmittee  of  thirty  making  Every-Member 
Canvass.  Missionary  Mullan  reports  393 
visits,  of  which  298  were  among  mem- 
bers and  94  among  non-members. 

Grace,  Baltimore,  has  had  its  church 
j house  repaired  and  its  Church  repainted, 
'involving  an  outlay  of  $236,  which  was 
promptly  raised  by  the  Mission.  There 
was  a  gain  of  12  members  at  Easter. 

Dallastown  reports  the  need  for  more 
room.  The  Mission  numbers  185  mem- 
'bers,  and  there  are  only  144  chairs  to 


supply  the  same.  There  are  300  in  the 
Sunday  school,  with  only  200  chairs. 

Hollidaysburg  paid  $305  on  its  debt. 

Lincolnton  started  its  new  church 
building  with  splendid  prospects. 

High  Point  is  ready  to  occupy  its  new 
church  building.  The  Mission  raised 
$1,066  during  the  quarter  on  its  new 
building,  and  Missionary  Peeler  made  212 
calls. 

Emmanuel,  York. — Missionary  Peters 
recently  resigned  after  a  very  successful 
pastorate.  Rev.  J.  C.  Raezer  was  unani- 
mously elected  as  his  successor. 

St.  Luke's,  Baltimore,  raised  $1,000  on 
its  debt  and  reports  apportionment  paid 
in  full. 

Grace,  Hanover,  paid  $400  on  its  debt. 
Missionary  Mauger  made  175  calls. 

St.  Stephen's,  York,  paid  its  appor- 
tionment in  full  and  had  a  Catechetical 
Class  of  39. 


EASTERN  SYNOD. 

Palmerton  has  paid  its  apportionment 
in  full.  The  Mission  numbers  75  mem- 
bers. 

State  College  reports  splendid  progress 
— a  gain  of  22  members  during  the  quar- 
ter. They  hope  soon  to  occupy  the 
Church  recently  purchased  from  the 
Presbyterians. 

Wilkes-Barre  expects  a  large  number 
of  additions  by  reason  of  the  ''Sunday'* 
evangelistic  campaign. 

Calvary,  Philadelphia,  received  49  new 
members;  raised  $1,102  for  current  ex- 
penses, with  an  additional  $300  for 
church  debt,  and  $332  for  benevolence. 

A  great  Sunday  school  campaign  is  on 
among  the  Men's  Bible  Classes  of  the 
following  six  churches  of  Philadelphia : 
Bethany  Tabernacle,  Olivet,  Palatinate^ 
St.  Andrew's,  Mt.  Hermon  and  Messiah. 
The  contest  started  on  April  6th  and  is 
expected  to  end  on  May  25th. 

Palatinate,  Philadelphia,  had  a  gain  of 
51  new  members  during  the  quarter. 

St.  Andrew's,  Philadelphia,  expects  to 
build  its  new  Sunday  school  building 
during  this  summer. 

Messiah,    Philadelphia.  —  Missionary 
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LaRose  made  289  calls  during  the  past 
quarter. 

St.  John's,  Harrisburg,  is  making  a 
canvass  among  its  members  twice  a  year. 
It  has  made  a  substantial  increase  in  its 
Sunday  school  recently  and  paid  $1,000 
on  its  debt. 

West  Hazleton  expects  to  finish  its 
church  building  during  this  coming  sum- 
mer. 


NUMBER  OF  MISSIONS. 

We  have  at  the  present  time  225  ^lis- 
sions  under  the  care  of  all  the  Boards 
doing  Home  ^lission  work  in  our  de- 
nomination. Eighty-two  of  these  are 
cared  for  by  the  two  German  Boards — 
Eastern  and  Western.  Heretofore  we 
used  to  report  only  Mission  charges,  ir- 
respective of  the  number  of  congrega- 
tions which  comprise  such  a  charge.  It 
has  been  felt,  however,  that  every  con- 
gregation receiving  aid  from  the  Board 
is  entitled  to  be  designated  as  a  distinct 
Mission.  Consequently,  the  total  num- 
ber of  our  ^lissions  is  somewhat  larger, 
without  representing  an  actual  corre- 
sponding enlargement  of  the  work  itself. 

Our  Church  is  doing  considerably 
more  Home  Mission  work  than  appears 
in  the  statistics  of  the  Board.  Many  of 
the  Classes  are  doing  local  sustentation 
work.  Thus,  in  Eastern  Synod  there 
are  19  congregations  receiving  aid  from 
the  Classes  to  the  amount  of  $7,070;  in 
the  Potomac  Synod,  9  congregations,  re- 
ceiving $1,426;  in  Pittsburgh  Synod,  11 
congregations,  receiving  $4,484;  in  the 
Ohio  Synod,  7  congregations,  receiving 
$988;  in  the  Interior  Synod,  2  congrega- 
tions, receiving  $50 ;  or  a  total  in  the  Eng- 
lish Svnods  of  48  congregations,  receiv- 
ing $14,018.  Thus,  there  are  almost  300 
congregations  that  receive  support  from 
the  Church  at  large. 


LETTER  FROM  HARBOR  MISSIONARY. 

New  York,  April  7th,  1913. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

We  are  again  in  the  midst  of  our  busi- 
est season  at  Ellis  Island.  Thousands 
upon  thousands  of  aliens  are  arriving 


nearly  every  day;  there  have  been  days 
when  nearly  10,000  people  were  waiting 
on  various  steamers  in  the  harbor  to  be 
discharged.    The  majority  of  these  for- 
eigners are  not  exactly  pleasant  to  be- 
hold;  there  is  absolutely  nothing  roman- 
tic about  the  appearance  of  Jews  and 
Poles,  and  nothing  pleasing  about  the 
banditto-faces  of  Sicilians  and  Calabri- 
ans.    Yet  Providence  in  its  infinite  wis- 
dom is  sending  all  these  semi-heathen  to 
our  very  doors.    Ought  that  not  be  an. 
incentive  for  the  Christian  people  of  our 
country  to  do  their  utmost  in  Christian- 
izing these  our  brothers?    Is  there  not 
an  urgent  call  for   home  missionaries 
among  our  nearest  neighbors?  We  send 
missionaries  to  China  and   Japan,  and 
rightly  so;  but  should  we  not  also  plant 
mission  stations  among  the  Italians,  who 
are  receptive;  among  the  Poles,  etc.,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  among  the  Jews,  God's 
chosen  race?    The  larger  denominations 
are  making  a  feeble  start  in  this  direc- 
tion.   We  have  not  yet  taken  a  single 
step,  barring    from    consideration  our 
work  among  the  Hungarians,  who  are 
nominally  Reformed.    We  may  not  have 
the  means  at  hand  to  do  great  things  as 
a  denomination,  but  individual  congrega- 
tions might  certainly  be  encouraged  to 
make  the  attempt,  e.  g.,  start  Sunday 
schools  among  the  colonies  of  foreigners, 
invite  the  women  to  a  place  set  apart  for 
social  welfare  work,  sewing  schools,  kin- 
dergarten, etc. 

However,  this  is  not  directly  in  line 
with  our  report  on  Harbor  Mission  work. 
It  may  have  more  bearing  on  our  sub-  , 
iect  if  we  mention  that  quite  a  number  of 
German-speaking     immigrants  arrived 
during  the  last  quarter.   We  made  spe- 
cial efforts  to  find  their  religious  prefer- 
ences, and  whenever  we  found  Reformed 
people,  to  notify  the  pastor  at  their  point  ji 
of  destination,  provided  we  had  a  pastor  j 
there. 

Our  work  at  Ellis  Island  is  full  of  re- 
sponsibilities. Quite  a  number  of  aliens 
are  discharged  to  us,  and  we  are  held  re-  i  i 
sponsible  for  their  safety  and  future  con- 
duct. We  are  required  to  look  to  their 
welfare  and  the  nature  of  employment. 
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We  must  also  keep  track  of  their  where- 
I    abouts.     At  times  this  is  an  onerous 
;    task,  fraught  with  disagreeable  coinci- 
dences, more  especially  so  in  the  case  of 
women  and  girls  turned  over  to  our  care. 
Thus,  in  one  case  lately,  we  even  had  to 
enlist  the  services  of  a  detective  in  trail- 
ing a  wandering  sheep  and  bringing  her 
I    back  to  Ellis  Island  for  deportation.  Then 
j    again  we  see  so  much  trouble,  sorrow, 
heartache  and  so  many  mistakes  made 
through  the.  application  of  the  letter  of 
the  law,  instead  of  the  spirit.    For  ex- 
I    ample,  a  woman  arrives  with  six  small 
children.    The  older  children  speak  Ger- 
man, the  two  youngest  a  dialect,  which 
none  of  the  examining  physicians  under- 
j   stand.   In  consequence  the  two  are  taken 
I    to  the  hospital  for  further  ''mental"  ex- 
amination.   Of  course,  this  results  ulti- 
I   mately  in  their  discharge  as  mentally 
1   sound,  but  by  this  time  one  of  the  other 
i    children  has  developed  scarlet  fever,  and 
I   the  family  is  held  again.    Now,  instead 
1"    of  permitting  the  poor  woman  to  proceed 
\    to  her  husband  with  the  five  children, 

I  who  are  still  able  to  travel,  on  deposit  of 
I  a  suitable  guarantee  of  future  appear- 

I I  ance  when  needed,  the  whole  family  is 
■    held  indefinitely.    Naturally  the  childien 


are  taken  ill  one  after  another,  and  weary 
months  will  have  yet  to  be  spent  at  the 
Island  until  everyone  has  either  recovered 
or  died.  A  Russian  who  has  been  in  our 
country  five  or  six  years  has  worked 
hard  and  saved  enough  money  to  make 
the  trip  to  Europe  and  bring  his  whole 
family  back  with  him.  It  cost  him  a 
goodly  sum  to  accomplish  his  object — 
no  wonder  he  has  only  a  few  dollars  left 
upon  arrival.  Thereupon  he  is  excluded, 
with  his  family,  as  'iikely  to  become  a 
public  charge,"  and  ordered  deported. 
The  fact  that  the  man  has  been  a  faith- 
ful husband,  an  indefatigable  worker,  has 
toiled  and  saved  for  five  years  to  bring 
his  loved  ones  to  America,  all  this  is  not 
taken  into  consideration,  neither  that  his 
former  employer  vouches  for  him  and 
promises  to  give  him  steady  employment 
for  at  least  two  years.  In  the  meantime 
the  children  contract  serious  diseases  at 
the  Island,  two  die,  the  third  hovers  be- 
tween life  and  death,  the  mother  gives 
birth  to  another  baby.  After  a  long, 
despairing  v/ait  and  many  efforts,  the 
family  is  at  last  admitted,  excepting  the 
last  child  in  the  hospital.  We  could  eas- 
ily duplicate  such  experiences  of  misap- 
plication of  the  immigration  laws,  but 
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will  let  these  suffice.  Small  wonder  our 
heart  aches  for  theese  poor  suffering  peo- 
ple. We  do  all  in  our  power  to  help  and 
be  of  service,  and  frequently  it  is  onr 
good  fortune  to  be  the  means  oi  their 
deliverance. 

We  have  barely  time  to  mention  our 
other  activities — the  distribution  of 
tracts  and  gospels,  heart-to-heart  talks, 
hospital  visits,  the  speeding  of  parting 
guests  at  the  docks  and  welcome  of  the 
new,  our  department  of  inquiry,  depart- 
ment of  clothes,  the  monthly  paper,  etc. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  been  busy 
at  all  times  through  sunshine  and  storm, 
fog  and  snow,  trying  to  do  our  little 
share  in  building  up  the  Master's  King- 
dom on  earth  and  to  'iet  a  little  sunshine 
in." 

Most  respectfully  and  sincerely  sub- 
mitted, yours, 

Paul  H.  Land. 
Harbor  Missionary. 


God's  eternal  purpose  concerning  this  world 
should  be  so  engraven  on  our  minds  and  hearts, 
that  no  doubt  can  ever  arise  as  to  the  fact  and 
nature  of  His  plan,  the  destiny  of  the  gospel, 
or  as  to  our  duty. 

— Arthur  T.  Pierson. 


Rev.  E.  p.  Skyles,  Cumberland,  Md. 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

J.  S.  WISE. 

mURING  the  last  month  I  found 
the  office  work  considerably 
heavier  than  usual,  due  largely 
to  the  fact  that  very  many  of 
the  congregations  set  aside  the  Easter 
season  for  raising  their  offerings  for 
Home  Missions,  which  are,  at  this  writ- 
ing, pouring  into  this  office  daily.  If  I 
were  pessimistic  I  would  at  this  time 
sound  the  note  of  alarm,  fearing  that  the 
offerings  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  year's  needs  without  a  deficit ;  but  I 
prefer  to  be  optimistic  in  this  work,  hav- 
ing great  faith  in  it,  as  well  as  in  the 
whole  Church,  which,  I  am  confident, 
will  back  it  up.  The  figures  at  this  writ- 
ing are  not  as  gratifying  as  I  should  like, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  when  all  the 
returns  are  in  we  shall  have  reason  *to  be 
thankful  rather  than  to  be  disappointed. 

Immediately  following  Easter.  I  at- 
tended two  Classical  Conferences  of  W^est 
Susquehanna  Classis,  at  Center  Hall  and 
Middleburg,  Pa.  My  reception  at  both 
places  was  delightful  and  the  good  peo- 
ple showed  their  interest  in  the  Every- 
Member  Canvass  Campaign  in  behalf  of 
which  the  Conferences  were  held,  by  giv- 
ing me  gratifying  audiences  in  spite  of 
the  heavy  rains  prevailing  at  that  time. 

Owing  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the 
Execiitive  Committee  of  our  Board,  held 
on  \\^ednesday,  April  16th,  I  confined  my 
movements  after  my  return  from  West 
Susquehanna  Classis,  to  Philadelphia  and 
vicinity.  At  the  twelfth  anniversary  of 
the  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Calvary  Reformed 
Church  of  Philadelphia,  which  was  held 
on  Sunday  evening,  March  30th,  I  was 
greeted  with  a  very  large  audience,  and 
much  interest  was  manifested  in  Mis- 
sions. Here,  while  representing  the  Home 
Board,  I  was  asked  to  deliver  a  Foreign 
Missionary  address.  From  the  reports  I 
heard  afterward  I  think  I  succeeded.  I 
find  Calvary  Church,  which  by  the  way  is 
one  of  our  Philadelphia  Missions  and 
will  in  all  probability  become  a  self-sup- 
porting congregation  in  the  near  future, 
greatly  hampered  for  room  for  Sunday 
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School  purposes.  The  adult  classes  are 
using  the  church  auditorium  and  I  found 
it  about  half  filled  on  a  rainy,  disagreeable 
Sunday.  The  Junior  and  Intermediate 
Departments,  as  well  as  the  Primary  and 
Beginners',  were  overcrowded.  If  this 
Mission  can  make  a  showing  like  this  on 
a  rainy  Sunday,  what  might  the  showing 
be  under  more  favorable  conditions? 
This  condition  is  not  only  applicable  to 
Calvary,  but  most  of  our  Mission 
churches  in  Philadelphia  are  laboring 
under  similar  conditions.  St.  Andrew's 
in  South  Philadelphia  is  now  beginning 
to  enlarge  its  Sunday  School  facilities. 
They  were  simply  crowded  out,  and  the 
enlarging  is  an  absolute  necessity. 

Perhaps  a  word  here  regarding  the  wis- 
dom of  building  Mission  churches  in 
large  cities  would  not  be  out  of  place.  I 
recently  discovered  that  Philadelphia 
Classis,  a  large  percentage  of  whose  mem- 
bership is  attached  to  Mission  congrega- 
tions, contributes  for  benevolence  in  a 
ratio  of  two  to  one  when  compared  with 
the  other  large  Classes  in  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. If  this  is  an  indication  of  not 
only  their  power  to  give  but  their  interest 
in  the  spread  of  the  cause,  then  what  shall 
we  expect  when  their  local  burdens  in 
the  shape  of  heavy  debts  are  removed? 
Church-building  Funds  will  put  the 
Board  in  position  to  lift  these  burdens 
not  only  in  Philadelphia  but  in  many 
other  Missions,  where  the  spirit  of  benev- 
olence is  as  highly  developed. 

I  spent  a  pleasant  Wednesday  evening 
with  the  Congregational  Missionary  So- 
ciety at  Perkasie.  This  society  repre- 
sents a  large  portion  of  the  Church  mem- 
bership, not  only  a  few,  showing  the 
Church  to  be  thoroughly  endued  with 
the  spirit  of  Missions. 

At  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  I  found 
a  well-organized  Sunday  School,  well 
officered  and  well  attended,  and  was 
greeted  with  an  appreciative  audience  in 
the  evening.  I  might  whisper  that  we 
will  get  one  or  more  Church-building 
Funds  from  this  congregation  in  the  near 
future. 

For  the  next  month  I  shall  be  extreme- 
ly busy  attending  meetings  of  Classes.  I 


just  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  an- 
nual session  of  Lancaster  Classis,  which 
I  found  to  be  a  very  profitable  one.  At 
the  meeting  assigned  for  the  presentation 
of  Missions,  the  foreign  work  was  pre- 
sented by  the  secretary.  Dr.  A.  R.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  the  home  work  by  myself. 
I  am  impressed  with  the  growing  interest 
in  and  the  amount  of  time  devoted  by 
Classes  to  the  missionary  propaganda  of 
the  Church.  It  is  becoming  more  and 
more  recognized  as  the  Church's  definite 
program. 


BOOKS  WORTH  READING. 

The  World  Work.  By  David  McConaughy. 
Published  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Pub- 
hcation  and  Sabbath  School  Work,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Mr.  McConaughy  has  rendered  his  denomi- 
nation (the  Presbyterian)  a  real  service  by 
setting  its  missionary  work  at  home  and  abroad 
in  a  clear  light  before  the  public.  The  book 
is  intended  for  the  use  of  Mission  Study 
Classes  and  for  the  training  of  church  officers 
and  workers  in  general.  It  is  divided  into  two 
parts :  (T)  The  Missionary  Enterprise  of  the 
Church  and  (2)  The  Plan  and  Work  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Committee.  Doubtless  the 
book  will  be  of  great  interest  and  help  in  the 
denomination  in  which  Mr.  McConaughy  has 
been  so  active  as  secretary  of  the  Laymen's 
Missionary  Movement. 


A  Hundred  Years  of  Missions.  By  D.  L. 
Leonard,  D.  D.  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Company, 
New  York,  publishers.  Price,  $L20. 
This  is  the  third  revised  edition  of  a  work 
that  appeared  first  in  1895.  It  met  with  great 
favor,  and  in  1903  a  second  edition  became 
necessary.  The  edition  of  1913  brings  the 
work  up  to  date  in  all  the  facts  and  figures. 
The  author  here  renders  a  valuable  service  to 
the  students  of  missions,  but  he  admits  that 
the  growth  of  Christian  Missions  is  so  phe- 
nomenal that  it  becomes  necessary  to  revise 
the  statistics  from  time  to  time,  There  is 
much  helpful  data  given  in  a  compact  form 
and  will  be  of  special  use  to  the  busy  worker. 


A  Catechetical  Manual.  By  Prof.  William  C. 
ScHAEFFER.  Publication  and  Sunday  School 
Board  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Price,  25 
cents. 

There  has  been  a  growing  demand  on  the 
part  of  catechists  for  a  book  of  instruction 
that  will  present  in  a  simplified  form  the  doc- 
trines and  duties  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Dr.  SchaefFer  attempts  to  supply  this  need  in 
this  Manual,  which  is  based  on  the  teachings 
of  Jesus.  The  purpose  is  to  teach  the  young 
how  to  live  and  labor  for  Christ. 
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ONE  PASTOR'S  EXPERIENCE. 

I  conducted  two  Missionary  Discussion 
Groups,  one  in  my  Canadochly  congregation 
and  the  other  in  the  Hellam  congregation,  with 
an  enrollment  of  16  in  the  former  and  of  14 
in  the  latter.  We  used  Mr.  Doughty's  "The 
Call  of  the  World,"  and  found  it  very  help- 
ful and  practical.  In  the  case  of  each  group 
the  members  took  to  the  discussion  method, 
and  I  found  a  ready  response  to  the  effort  to 
present  the  material  in  this  way.  I  varied  the 
method  as  suggested  in  the  "Helps  for  Lead- 
ers." I  am  satisfied  that  the  result  in  each 
case  will  be  the  natural  outcome  of  such  a 


course  and,  since  each  group  was  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Missionary  Commit- 
tee of  the  respective  churches,  this  will  mean 
more  definite,  active,  aggressive  and  systematic 
work  in  the  spread  of  the  kingdom. 

The  impression  made  upon  me  personally  by 
the  responsiveness  of  those  who  took  part  in 
these  groups  assures  me  that  these  Discussion 
Groups  are  not  only  possible  for  our  country 
churches,  but  that  they  furnish  perhaps  the 
most  feasible  way  of  bringing  the  great  facts 
and  essential  methods  of  work  to  the  large 
number  in  our  churches  who  are  without  this 
knowledge.  E.  M.  Sando. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  APPORTIONMENT  RECEIPTS 


July  1,  1911, 

July  1,  1912, 

to  April  1,  1912.  to  April  1,  1913. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

 $22,375.93 

$21,717.38 

$658.55 

  6,655.75 

8,835.17 

2,179.42 

  6,796.61 

6,097.55 

699.06 

  4,605.05 

5,874.09 

1,269.04 

Interior  Synod  

  1,086.65 

1,488.34 

401.69 

  476.04 

517.55 

41.51 

$41,996.03 

$44,530.08 

$3,891.66 

$1,357.61 

W.  H.  and  F.  M.  S.. 

  1,165.21 

1,591.91 

426.70 

$43,161.24 

$46,121.99 

$4,318.36 

$1,357.61 

Deduct  

43,161.24 

1,357.61 

$2,960.75 

$2,960.75 

ENGLISH  SYNODS. 

Appor- 

Percentage 

Balance 

tionment. 

Paid  as  Above. 

Paid. 

Due. 

$83,608.00 

$21,717.38 

25 

$61,890.62 

14,940.00 

8,835.17 

59 

6,104.83 

Ohio  

20,189.37 

6,097.55 

30 

14,091.82 

Potomac   

  30,853.00 

5,874.09 

19 

24,978.91 

Interior  

2,908.35 

1,488.34 

51 

1,420.01 

$152,498.72      $44,012.53  28.8  $108,486.19 


JOHN    H.  POORMAN 


* 


MAY  25— MISSION  WORK  AT  HOME  AND 
ABROAD. 
V. — Industrial  Missions. 
Acts  18 :  1-6. 
* '  Work  with  your  own  hands,  even  as  we 
charged  you;  that  ye    .    .    .    may  have  need 
of  nothing." 

Whatever  else  may  characterize  the 
age  in  which  we  live,  it  will  always  be 
remembered  as  an  epoch  of  great  indus- 
trial activity  and  advancement.  This  has 
affected  the  missionary  enterprise  as  it 
has  all  other  world  movements. 

There  is  a  Lutheran  Mission  in  West 
Africa  which  has  its  own  carpenter  and 
blacksmith  shops  as  well  as  a  fully-equip- 
ped machine  shop,  where  a  river  steamer 
was  built  for  the  missionaries. 

''Industrial  missions  have  come  into 
being  in  various  lands  from  widely  differ- 
ent causes.  In  some  fields  the  natives 
were  so  ignorant  and  degraded  that  in 
order  to  lead  anything  like  Christian  lives, 
they  had  to  be  taught  some  simple  but 
honorable  work  that  would  enable  them 
to  live  apart  from  the  cannibalism,  the 
debauchery  or  the  slavery  with  which 
they  were  surrounded." 


A  mission  among  the  Kaffirs  makes 
furniture,  incubators  and  the  large,  heavy 
wagons  that  are  used  for  "trekking" 
across  the  veldt.  Travelers  and  govern- 
ment officials  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  beneficial  effect  of  this  form  of 
mission  work. 

FOR  AMERICAN  NEGROES. 

Hampton  and  Tuskegee  Institutes  lead 
the  growing  number  of  schools  in  the 
South  which  are  devoted  to  the  practical 
training  of  colored  young  men  and  wo- 
men. Wherever  their  graduates  have  lo- 
cated, an  ennobling  influence  has  been 
felt  in  the  negro  community.  Witness 
Gloucester  County,  Virginia,  where  a 
good  number  of  Hampton  students  have 
settled,  and  Calhoun  County,  Alabama, 
the  present  home  of  many  Tuskegee  grad- 
uates. 

"The  majority  of  the  students  come 
from  farming  communities  and  will  re- 
turn to  them,  and  if  there  is  one  thing 
more  needed  than  all  others  in  the  South, 
it  is  more  intelligent  and  better  methods 
of  farming. 

"To  make  two  blades  grow  instead  of 
one ;  to  learn  the  proper  adaptation  of 
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crops  to  climate  and  soil ;  that  it  costs  no 
more  to  feed  a  Jersey  heifer  than  a  scrub, 
an  Essex  pig  than  a  razor  back ;  that  kind 
treatment  and  warm  shelter  save  fodder; 
and  a  thousand  other  things — to  scatter 
this  knowledge  all  over  the  land — this  is 
what  the  schools  are  doing." 

IN   INDIA  AND  CHINA. 

Industrial  education  was  begun  in  In- 
dia by  the  London  Missionary  Society  at 
Nagercoil  in  1823.  The  Basel  Evangel- 
ical Missionary  Society  followed  in  1844, 
starting  its  work  at  Calicut.  The  Ameri- 
can Baptists  founded  a  similiar  activity 
in  Burma  in  1861. 

The  Basel  Industrial  Mission  has  had 
splendid  success.  A  ready  market  has 
been  found  for  their  products,  consisting 
chiefly  of  a  superior  quality  of  cloth  and 
tile — their  own  inventions. 

'The  girls  and  women  are  taught  cook- 
ing, spinning,  weaving,  laundry  work, 
needle  work  and  embroidery,  while  the 
boys  and  men  are  instructed  in  carpentry, 
shoemaking,  tailoring,  printing,  book- 
binding, tile  and  brickmaking,  agriculture 
and  other  trades." 

'Tn  China,  industrial  education  has  a 
particular  value.  It  ennobles  the  native 
conception  of  labor.  It  helps  to  break 
down  the  common  conviction  that  'the 
moment  the  scholar's  gown  is  donned  the 
finger-nails  may  grow  and  no  manual 
labor  be  undertaken.'  " 

"Let  him  labor,  working  with  his  hands  the 
thing  that  is  good,  that  he  may  have  whereof 
to  give  to  him  that  hath  need." 

''As  far  back  as  the  days  of  Mof¥att 
and  Livingstone,  Christian  villages  were 
founded  and  the  natives  were  taught  agri- 
culture and  a  few  of  the  simpler  trades." 

If  you  have  any  doubts  about  the  prac- 
ticability of  Industrial  Missions,  then 
read  the  thrilling  story  of  the  won- 
derful adventure  of  Alexander  M.  Mac- 
kay  as  told  in  "Uganda's  White  Man  of 
Work." 

Of  1.600  graduates  of  the  Lovedale  In- 
dustrial Mission  in  South  Africa,  only 
fifteen,  or  less  than  one  per  cent.,  have 
reverted  to  heathenism. 


OUR  INDUSTRIAL   HOME,   SENDAI_,  JAPAN. 

The  Industrial  Home  of  North  Japan 
College  was  founded  in  1892  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Rev.  Masayoshi  Oshikawa, 
who  was  president  of  the  College  faculty 
at  that  time.  It  began  as  a  private  enter- 
prise, but,  after  five  years,  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  College. 

"The  direct  aim  of  our  Industrial 
Home  is  to  offer  poor  but  worthy  young 
men  an  opportunity  to  secure  through 
their  own  efforts  the  benefits  of  a  Chris- 
tian education.  While  the  students  are 
working  their  way  through  school,  they 
are  taught  at  the  same  time  some  useful 
trade,  and  also  learn  to  do  business  on 
strictly  Christian  principles." 

The  Home  has  been  crowded  to  its  full- 
est capacity,  having  as  many  as  seventy- 
two  boys  at  one  time.  The  dormitory  is  old 
and  practically  worn  out.  Two  years  ago, 
the  Japan  Mission  urged  the  building  of  a 
new  dormitory  at  a  cost  of  $3,500,  but 
the  Church  has  not  made  it  possible  for 
the  Board  to  supply  this  need. 

Employment  is  given  a  considerable 
number  of  the  students  by  the  Home's 
printing  plant;  several  of  the  students 
have  charge  of  the  book  store  (downtown 
on  South  street)  where  Bibles  and  other 
religious  literature  are  sold ;  some  sell  the 
milk  from  the  Home's  dairy ;  some  carry 
papers;  others  sell  Japanese  sauces 
known  as  miso  and  shoyu;  and  still  others 
work  on  the  farm. 

"The  Home  has  been  a  blessing  to 
many  young  men.  Some  of  the  ablest 
professors  in  the  North  Japan  College 
and  the  most  successful  pastors  and  evan- 
gelists owe  their  good  start  in  life  to  this 
Home." 

"That  only  is  honest  labor  which  is  the  best 

a  man  can  do. 
He  only  is  an  honest  workman  who  does  what 

he  can  do  best. ' ' 


"Here,  great  God,  to-day  we  ofifer 

Of  Thine  own  to  thee, 
And  for  Thine  acceptance  proffer, 

All  unworthily, 
Hearts  and  minds,  and  hands  and  voices, 
In  our  choicest 
Melody." 


Editor 

Rev.  Ax.x.en'  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  D.,  secretary 


LET  US  HAVE  BOTH. 

HERE  are  two  striking  features 
in  the  will  of  the  late  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan  that  must  arrest  atten- 
tion more  than  his  fabulous 
wealth.  They  are  his  formal  assertion  of 
faith  in  God  and  faith  in  man.  And  in 
this  respect  he  has  left  an  example  for 
us  to  follow.  Without  faith  we  cannot 
please  God  nor  accomplish  anything  in 
this  life.  Faith  in  man  is  the  corner- 
stone on  which  the  work  of  world  evan- 
gelization is  built.  Faith  in  man  that  he 
is  able  to  spread  the  Gospel,  and  faith  in 
man  that  he  is  capable  of  receiving  it. 
Secretary  of  State  Bryan  told  an  audi- 
ence in  Washington  on  a  recent  Sunday, 
that  *'a  man  must  have  faith  in  God, 
faith  in  himself,  faith  in  his  fellowmen, 
and  faith  in  his  government  before  he 
can  do  any  work  of  importance  in  the 
world."  The  work  of  Missions  at  home 
and  abroad  cannot  be  carried  forward  on 
the  basis  of  constant  suspicion  and  eternal 
and  universal  accusation.  There  must  be 
credit  and  faith  to  hold  the  work  to- 
gether. 


A  PLAN  FOR  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR. 

The  year  1913  marks  the  seventy-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. Such  an  event  deserves  special  re- 
cognition, and  there  is  no  better  way  to 
show  it  than  by  special  liberal  offerings. 
The  Board  hopes  to  find  during  this  Jubi- 
lee year  250  contributors,  who  will  give 
gifts  of  $200  and  upwards,  "for  the  ju- 
dicious enlargement  of  the  work  and  the 
payment  of  the  debt." 

Classes  are  urged  by  their  action  and 
influence  to  give  hearty  endorsement  to 
this  movement.  They  are  also  earnestly 
petitioned  to  set  apart  as  a  special  season, 
the  period  from  New  Year  and  during 
the  Epiphany  Season  of  1914,  for  infor- 
mation, prayer  and  offerings  in  the  inter- 


est of  Foreign  Missions,  this  season  to 
culminate  with  a  special  service  in  all  our 
congregations  and  Sunday  Schools  on 
next  Foreign  Mission  Day. 


THE  RIPE  FIELDS. 

Looking  at  our  Mission  fields,  so  in- 
viting to  the  reaper's  toil,  more  so  now 
than  ever  before,  the  Board  feels  the  ur- 
gency for  immediate  reinforcement.  The 
appeal  for  more  workers  and  larger  offer- 
ings is  re-echoing  in  the  Church.  Through 
the  press,  from  the  pulpit  and  in  the  pew 
this  need  is  constantly  emphasized,  but, 
thus  far,  the  response  has  been  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  demands  of  the  hour. 
We  say  "hour,"  for  it  is  a  need  that  will 
not  wait  on  years  to  be  supplied.  The 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand.  This 
is  the  day  of  days  for  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel.  As  a  Church  we  cannot  stand 
still  and  prosper  any  more  than  a  child 
can  attain  maturity  without  proper  ex- 
ercise. May  not  our  seeming  hesitation,, 
as  a  denomination,  to  go  forward,  be  a 
sign  of  the  absence  of  a  courageous  faith 
in  the  presence  of  a  great  task?  To  say 
that  the  Reformed  Church  is  too  poor 
in  men  and  means  to  accomplish  her  for- 
eign task  is  as  untrue  of  her  strength  as 
it  is  unjust  to  her  supporters.  The  time 
has  come  for  the  Church  to  arise  and 
shine  so  that  her  true  glory  may  be  mani- 
fest in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 
There  is  no  vision  but  by  faith,  and  there 
can  be  no  achievement  without  good 
works. 


THE  APPEAL  OF  CHINA  FOR  PRAYER. 

One  of  the  miracles  in  Modern  Mis- 
sions will  be  the  official  appeal  made  by 
the  Chinese  Government  on  April  17th, 
to  all  the  Christian  Churches  in  China  to 
set  apart  April  27th  as  a  day  for  prayer 
that  the  God  of  China  might  guide  the 
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people  to  a  wise  solution  of  the  critical 
problems  besetting  them.  And  what  a 
iine  thing  it  was  that  the  Christians  in 
all  other  lands  united  with  the  Christians 
in  China  in  fervent  petitions  that  peace 
and  prosperity  might  reign  within  the 
borders  of  the  New  Republic.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  world  has 
such  a  request  come  from  a  non-Christian 
nation.  And  is  this  not  a  new  challenge 
to  us  to  put  forth  greater  efforts  so  that 
we  may  nobly  do  our  part  in  helping  to 
bring  to  China  what  all  Christians  are 
praying  for  ?  Let  us  by  our  lives  answer 
the  prayers  of  our  lips. 


IS  THIS  NEWS  TO  YOU? 
Do  You  Know 

That  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  wall  celebrate  its  seventy-fifth  an- 
niversary on  September  29,  1913?  In 
honor  of  the  event  special  services  will 
be  held  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  the  place  of  its 
organization. 

Do  You  Know 

That  our  Japan  Mission  was  organized 
in  1879,  and  our  China  Mission  in  1900? 
To-day  these  are  the  two  most  hopeful 
nations  for  Christian  Missions  in  the 
world. 

Do  You  Know 

That  our  work  in  these  fields  has  grown 
faster  than  the  Church  has  supplied  the 
means  to  support  it?  Our  present  force 
in  Japan  consists  of  twenty  foreign  mis- 
sionaries and  ninety-seven  native  work- 
ers ;  and  in  China  of  seventeen  foreign 
missionaries  and  twenty-eight  native 
workers. 

Do  You  Know 

That    there    are    twelve  well-qualified 

young  men  and  women  ready  to  enter  the 

open  doors  in  Japan  and  China,  but  the 

funds  are  not  now  available  to  send 

them?   Some  of  them  may  be  lost  to  our 

Church. 

Do  You  Know 

That  the  Reformed  Church  has  assumed 
the  evangelization  of  ten  millions  as  its 


share  of  the  one  thousand  millions  of 
souls  in  non-Christian  lands  ?  These  are, 
in  Japan,  3,500,000;  in  China,  3,500,000, 
and  in  the  Moslem  World,  3,000,000. 


THE  MIYAGI  JO  GAKKO  NOTES  FOR 
FEBRUARY. 

Sendai,  Japan,  April  12,  1913. 

On  February  23d  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  held 
a  meeting  for  the  observance  of  the  Day 
of  Prayer  for  students.  The  meaning  of 
the  day  was  explained  to  the  girls,  and 
many  girls  and  teachers  took  part  in 
prayer  for  students  all  over  the  world. 

During  this  month  Rev.  Hagiwara,  the 
pastor  of  our  largest  church,  addressed 
the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  in  one  of  their  regular 
meetings. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  report  the  death 
of  Mr.  Hayasaka's  youngest  daughter,  on 
February  5th.  The  little  girl  had  been  sick 
for  several  months,  but  she  seemed  to  be 
recovering  and  her  death  came  suddenly. 
We  all  felt  the  deepest  sympathy  for  Mr. 
Hayasaka  and  his  family  in  their  great 
sorrow. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  Ni- 
bancho  Church.  There  was  something  so 
impressive  about  this  Christian  funeral, 
in  contrast  with  a  non-Christian  one,  that 
we  could  not  but  feel  that  it  must  have 
had  an  influence  for  good  over  the  many 
people  who  attended  it.  The  quiet  beauty 
and  simplicity  of  the  funeral  of  this  little 
child,  and  above  all,  the  faith  and  trust 
of  the  parents,  in  spite  of  the  grief,  and 
the  hearing  of  such  words  of  comfort  as 
the  fourteenth  chapter  of  St.  John  must 
have  impressed  deeply  the  minds  to 
which  such  things  were  new  and  incom- 
prehensible. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Ollie  Brick. 


NORTH  JAPAN  COLLEGE  COMMENCE- 
MENT. 

The  graduation  ceremony  of  North 
Japan  College  was  held  on  March  26th, 
and  was  as  usual  largely  attended.  A 
new  governor  has  just  come  to  Sendai, 
and  although  he  was  busy  with  the  as- 
sumption of  his  new  duties  he  kindly  con- 
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sented  to  attend  our  exercises.  Departing 
from  the  usual  custom  of  reading  a  for- 
mal address,  he  spoke  freely  saying 
among  other  things  that  North  Japan 
College  is  known  not  only  in  North  Japan 
but  all  over  Japan.  He  praised  and  en- 
couraged the  religious  work  of  the  school, 
and  expressed  great  admiration  also  for 
the  Industrial  Home  feature  of  the  insti- 
tution. He  is  a  man  of  a  new  type  and 
will  in  all  probability  be  a  stronger  friend 
even  than  former  governors  have  been. 
Judge  Nose,  head  of  the  District  Court 
of  Sendai,  and  a  humble,  earnest,  fear- 
less Christian,  also  made  a  fine  address. 

The  number  of  graduates  this  year  was 
forty-five — forty  from  the  Middle  School 
Department,  four  from  the  Literary 
Course  and  one  from  the  Theological 
Course.  Of  the  forty  from  the  Middle 
School  Department,  eighteen  were  bap- 
tized Christians.  All  of  the  rest  were 
deeply  influenced,  and  many  of  them  will 
no  doubt  also  take  the  step  sooner  or 
later.  Most  of  the  forty  look  forward  to 
entering  higher  government  schools.  Two 
or  three  have  decided  for  the  ministry. 
Of  the  four  literary  graduates  all  are 
Christians,  and  all  of  them  intend  to  en- 
ter educational  work.    The  one  theolog- 


ical graduate  is  the  son  of  one  of  our 
evangelists.  He  has  been  reared  in  a 
beautiful  Christian  home,  has  spent 
eleven  years  in  North  Japan  College,  and 
now  graduates  as  one  of  the  choicest 
young  men  that  has  ever  gone  out  from 
our  institution.  He  is  to  take  charge  of 
the  important  work  at  Yamagata  in  asso- 
ciation with  Rev.  C.  D.  Kriete. 

The  alumni  meeting  was  held  immedi- 
ately after  the  commencement  exercises. 
It  was  an  interesting  and  spirited  meeting. 
The  total  number  of  alumni  is  now  378. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  took  place  during  commence- 
ment week.  The  school  year  under  re- 
view was  in  most  respects  the  best  in  the 
history  of  the  institution.  The  total  in- 
come from  tuition  was  $3,842.  The  nu- 
cleus of  an  endowment  fund  has  grown 
to  $1,246.25.  The  total  number  of  books 
in  the  library  is  6,791  volumes — 2,949 
English  and  German,  and  3,842  Japanese 
and  Chinese.  As  the  number  of  classes 
must  be  increased  by  one  during  the  new 
school  year,  two  new  teachers  were 
called,  making  the  total  staff  thirty-two- 
actually  in  service.  The  prospects  for 
the  new  school  year  are  good. 

D.  B.  SCHNEDER. 


Teachers  of  North  Japan  College  on  Field  Day  Sports. 


212 


THE  OUTLOOK  OF  MISSIONS. 


WAN  SHAO  TUNG. 

Character  Making  in  a  Mission 
School, 
rev.  edwin  a.  beck. 

T"  HE  boyhood  home  of  Wan  Shao 
.  Tung  was   Shenchowfu.  His 

father  and  mother  were  em- 
ployed  in  the  Girls'  School  there 
— the  one  as  cook,  the  other  as  general 
servant.  His  little  sisters  were  getting 
an  education,  or,  at  least,  they  were  be- 
ginning their  education;  and  father  and 
mother  and  little  sisters  all  lived  in  the 
■school.  But  Shao-Tung — or  ''Chuan 
Ko,"  as  he  was  then  called — could  not 
live  with  them  there.  Boys  are  not  al- 
lowed in  girls'  schools  in  China,  not  even 
to  live  with  their  parents  there.  How- 
-ever,  Chuan  Ko  really  had  no  need  to 
live  in  the  Girls'  School.  Even  before 
this  he  had  been  taken  under  the  benefac- 
tion of  a  missionary  friend;  so  while  his 
parents  furnished  him  with  his  clothing 
and  part  of  his  books,  this  friend  pro- 
vided his  food  and  tuition,  and  Chuan 
Ko  lived  in  the  Boys'  School. 

Chuan  Ko  was  a  good  student  and 
was  very  diligent  at  his  lessons.  He  had 
a  good  memory  and  committed  the 
classics ;  he  developed  a  good  hand  at 
character  writing,  and  learned  to  write 
assays  well.  He  was  an  intelligent  stu- 
dent, and  in  his  arithmetic,  geography, 
English  and  Bible  he  pleased  his  West- 
-ern  teachers  just  as  in  his  other  work 
he  pleased  his  Chinese  teachers. 

Nevertheless,  he  had  a  few  faults  that 
occasionally  got  him  into  trouble.  One 
of  these  was  his  contempt  for  work;  he 
couldn't  see  why  his  teacher  should  try 
to  impress  upon  him  the  dignity  of  phys- 
ical labor! 

Perhaps  this  was  because  Chuan  Ko 
inherited  from  his  mother  a  streak  of 
laziness ;  or  perhaps  it  was  because  he 
had  already  studied  the  classics  long 
enough  to  imbibe  the  Chinese  scholar's 
traditional  contempt  for  labor.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  hard  enough  to  have  to  join 
the  other  boys  in  making  beds  and  clean- 
ing up  floors  and  tables  in  the  morning; 
so  that,  when  once  in  the  summer  time 
the  teacher  suggested  he  show  his  grati- 


tude for  his  summer's  keep  by  turning 
in  with  other  boys  and  cleaning  up  the 
yard,  he  demurred  and  declared  he  would 
not  do  it ;  it  was  beneath  his  dignity !  And 
persuasion  availed  nothing;  he  preferred 
to  leave  school  rather  than  submit  to  the 
indignity  of  pulling  grass  and  weeds !  So 
he  left. 

After  lodging  a  few  days  with  a  friend 
in  the  city,  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  determining  what  he  was  going  to  do. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  alternative  but 
to  go  to  an  uncle,  who  lived  at  a  dis- 
tance in  the  country,  and  work  on  the 
farm!  This  was  an  unpleasant  pros- 
pect; and  so  his  father  and  his  father's 
friends  came  and  pleaded  that  Chuan  Ko 
be  taken  back  into  school. 

Now,  Chuan  Ko,  though  he  was  proud 
and  presumptuous,  and  so  much  despised 
work,  was  a  Christian  boy;  and  in  spite 
of  his  failures,  we  knew  he  was  trying 
to  make  good.  Even  in  his  proud  con- 
tempt for  work,  he  was  but  conforming 
to  the  dictum  of  Old  China  that  a  scholar 
should  not  work.  Therefore,  when 
intercession  was  made  for  him,  and  it 
was  represented  that  out  among  heathen 
relatives  he  would  lose  sight  of  Christian- 
ity and  his  character  would  suffer,  the 
teacher  thought  best  to  take  him  back. 
But  if  he  came  back  he  must  come  on 
rigid  conditions ;  for  a  week  he  would 
have  to  work  out  in  the  yard  like  a  com- 
mon workman  and  eat  his  meals  in  the 
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kitchens.  If  he  was  willing  to  do  this,  he 
might  come  back.  He  came  back  and 
filled  his  part  quite  manfully. 

Another  fault  with  Chuan  Ko  was  his 
extravagance;  he  presumed  too  much 
on  the  generosity  of  his  benefactor.  And 
so  he  got  something  of  a  jar  one  day 
when  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  re- 
sources and  had  to  earn  money  for  him- 
self. 

There  were  other  instances  in  which 
the  teacher  had,  through  discipline,  to 
help  Chuan  Ko  work  out  the  development 
of  his  character.    But  it  paid. 

One  time  Chuan  Ko  came  and  asked 
permission  to  compete  in  the  government 
examinations.  All  over  the  province  ex- 
aminations were  being  held.  The  govern- 
ment was  seeking  worthy  students  for 
an  institution  in  the  Prefectural  city. 
Those  who  passed  the  examinations  were 
to  be  taken  under  government  patronage, 
educated  and  given  official  preferment. 
Chuan  Ko  passed  successfully  two  of 
these  examinations,  and  had  every  pros- 
pect of  passing  the  third.  But  the  third 
examination  was  held  on  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing. What  should  he  do?  He  came  and 
consulted  with  his  teacher.  The  result 
of  that  consultation  was  that  he  resolved 
to  stand  loyally  by  the  discipline  of  the 
school  and  perform  the  Christian  duties 
the  Lord's  Day  required  rather  than 
transgress  and  win  a  prize. 

In  contrast  to  his  conduct  was  that  of 
a  fellow-student.  Eo  Chong  Ch'in,  not 
being  a  Christian,  made  no  conscience  of 
the  day,  but  went  and  took  the  examina- 
tion and  was  successful.  And  so  Eo 
Chong  Ch'in  left  us  to  enter  the  govern- 
ment school ;  but  Chuan  Ko  remained. 

Some  time  afterwards  the  teacher  was 
transferred  to  Lakeside,  and  the  school 
at  Shenchow  was  closed;  but  Chuan  Ko 
was  taken  along  to  Lakeside.  He  had 
already  served  his  teacher  as  personal 
helper  and  had  done  so  acceptably ;  so  he 
was  retained  in  that  capacity.  The  duties 
of  this  position  occupied  him  about  half 
a  day.  Having,  therefore,  time  to  spare, 
and  being  ambitious  to  continue  his  edu- 
cation, he  arranged  to  enter  afternoon 
classes,  and  from  the  money  he  was 


earning  he  paid  his  own  expenses.  His 
scholarship  was  good,  and  his  character 
commended  him  to  further  usefulness.  So 
when  the  faculty  at  Lakeside  were  in 
need  of  a  tutor  to  take  charge  of  one  of 
the  curriculum  Bible  classes,  Shao  Tung 
was  entrusted  with  the  task.  This  work 
he  did  under  supervision  and  gave  entire 
satisfaction. 

Like  most  Chinese  boys,  Chuan  Ko 
abandoned  his  early  name  and  assumed 
a  school  name.  In  the  choice  of  these 
names  the  Chinese  often  betray  their  rul- 
ing ambition.  Thus,  in  the  choice  of 
''Shao  Tung"  Wan  would  seem  to  be- 
tray his  ambition  to  be  "Illustrious  and 
Profound"— Wan  ''Shao  Tung." 

During  his  stay  at  Lakeside  he  has 
commended  himself  very  much  to  his 
teachers.  The  words  of  Dr.  Hoy  in  a  re- 
cent letter  to  the  writer  are  quite  appre- 
ciative. They  say:  "Wan  Shao  Tung 
is  eagerly  awaiting  your  return  (from 
America).  He  is  a  splendid  young  man, 
and  makes  progress  in  every  way.  The 
better  I  know  him  the  more  I  like  him." 

Shao  Tung  is  one  of  the  young  men 
we  have  high  hopes  for.  Are  there  not 
intercessors  in  the  homeland  who  in  their 
prayers  for  China  will  pray  that  this 
young  man  will  prove  faithful,  and  that, 
when  fully  equipped,  he  will  be  a  power 
for  righteousness  in  his  native  land? 
Our  hopes  should  then  not  have  been  in 
vain. 


Live  in  Christ  and  you  are  in  the  suburbs  of 
heaven.  There  is  but  a  thin  wall  between  you 
and  the  land  of  praises.  Ye  are  within  one 
hour's  sailing  of  the  shore  of  the  new  Canaan. 

— Samuel  Rutherford. 


Dr.  John  R.  Mott  writes  of  his  visit  to 
the  President  of  the  New  Republic  of 
China,  Yuan  Shih  Kai :  "We  spent  near- 
ly an  hour  together  discussing  the  work 
of  educational  missions  and  the  problem 
of  moral  education.  He  spoke  in  the 
most  appreciative  terms  of  the  practical 
results  of  Christian  missions  and  of  their 
invaluable  influence  in  preparing  the  way 
for  the  New  China." 
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The  Evangelist  Kimura. 


WORK  OF  THE  FORMER  STUDENTS  OF 
NORTH  JAPAN  COLLEGE. 

Years  ago  a  young  man  by  the  name 
of  Kimura  from  Niigata  Prefecture  was 
in  North  Japan  College.  He  became  a 
Christian  and  a' very  earnest  one,  and  at 
once  began  Sunday  School  work.  He 
selected  as  his  place  of  work  a  Sunday 
School  established  especially  for  poor 
children  and  showed  a  remarkably  mag- 
netic influence  over  them.  He  also 
preached  whenever  and  wherever  he  had 
opportunity,  and  with  great  fervor.  But 
mathematics  gave  him  much  trouble,  and 
after  three  or  four  years  he  left  the 
school  and  soon  after  started  for  Am- 
erica. There  he  preached  for  a  while 
among  the  Japanese  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
and  afterwards  went  to  the  Moody  Bible 
Institute,  from  which  he  graduated. 
Then  he  came  back  and  was  for  some 
years  a  travelling  evangelist.  But  for 
the  sake  of  pastoral  experience  he  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  a  somewhat  run-down 
church  in  Kyoto.  Under  his  pastorate 
the  church  at  once  began  to  thrive  and 
has  become  the  most  flourishing  church 
in  Kyoto,  the  ancient  capital.    He  is  a 


man  of  great  power  in  prayer,  of  mag- 
netic eloquence  in  the  pulpit,  of  untiring 
energy  and  of  an  intense  passion  for  sav- 
ing men. 

By  dint  of  unbounded  zeal  and  energy 
he  has  just  succeeded  in  completing  a 
fine  new  church,  large  modern  and  con- 
venient. In  a  recent  letter  he  writes, 
"God  bless  old  North  Japan  College ;  it 
is  there  that  I  caught  the  spirit." 

D.  B.  SCHNEDER. 


TOUCHY  PEOPLE. 

There  are  few  people  in  the  world  who 
are  more  difiicult  to  get  along  with  than 
those  who  manufacture  grievances.  By 
this  is  meant  people  who  find  cause  for 
affront  in  trifling  occurrences,  and  settle 
down  to  sulk  over  them. 

This  disposition  is  the  cause  of  much 
friction  in  family  and  social  relations.  It 
originates  disagreements  and  feuds.  For 
some  non-apparent  reason  one  who  has 
been  friendly  and  cordial  withdraws  into 
a  shell  of  coldness  and  reserve.  Speech 
is  frosty,  if  not  actually  unamiable.  The 
cause  is  almost  invariably  found  in  the 
wounded  egoism  of  the  individual,  who 
has  suffered  some  supposed  slight  or  af- 
front which  gives  rise  to  disagreeable 
behavior. 


Church  at  Kyoto,  Japan. 


Editors 


Mrs.  Rebecca  S.  Dotterkr 

1605  N.  13th  St.,  Foii^a...  Pa. 


Mrs.  Edward  TP.  Evemeyer 

404:  S.  Summit  St.,  Da.txon',  O. 


WHAT  MATTERS  IT. 

What  matters  it  along  the  way 
Of  human  Hfe,  from  day  to  day 
(As  we  a  shining  lode-star  light  pursue, 
Attracted  by  its  mellow  ray), 
What  matters  it  what  others  say? 
What  matters  it,  when  all  it  done, 
When  earth  is  lost  and  heaven  won. 
What  matters  it  what  others  said. 
Jehovah  still  reigns  overhead. 
And  from  His  great  eternal  throne 
'Tis  He  shall  judge,  and  He  alone 
Shall  weigh  each  motive,  deed  and  word. 
Yea,  each  incentive  here  that  stirred 
Our  souls  to  feel,  our  hands  to  do. 
Our  hearts  to  act  the  best  we  knew. 
Then  onward  press,  and  look  above. 
Directed  by  the  light  of  love ; 
Illumined  by  its  golden  ray — 
Ascending  higher  every  day — 
Perform,  beneath  its  magic  power. 
Each  pressing  duty  of  the  hour. 
Press  on,  nor  halt  upon  the  road 
To  higher  life.    Take  up  thy  load. 
And  strive  to  reach  thy  high  ideal ; 
The  golden  future  will  reveal 
Thy  aim  accomplished,  victory  won. 
Thy  earthly  course  successful  run. 
It  matters  not,  there,  overhead. 
What  others  did,  what  others  said. 

— Frank  L.  Beeby, 


THE    BEST    THING   OUR   SOCIETY  DID 
LAST  YEAR. 

That  question  brings  us  to  the  point 
where  we  must  admit  we  had  no  definite 
plans  outside  of  the  ordinary  run  of  the 
work,  new  members,  more  members  pres- 
ent every  month,  flowers  for  the  sick.  Us- 
ing Miss  Cogan's  program  every  month 
(which  we  closely  follow),  our  mission 
study  books,  Mormonism,  the  Islam  of 
America  and  China's  New  Day,  dividing 


our  year  half  to  home,  and  half  to  for- 
eign missions. 

I  think  last  year  we  excelled  in  calls, 
having  290  to  our  credit,  72  being  the 
most  and  12  the  fewest  in  any  one  month. 
Our  calling  committee  is  changed  every 
month.  It  is  composed  of  three  mem- 
bers. Often  other  members  report  calls. 
Next  year  we  have  planned  to  visit  all 
sick  members  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  society.  Thus  we  hope  to  increase 
our  attendance,  which  is  one  of  our  weak 
points.  Last  year  our  best  work  was 
done  during  the  synodical  campaign, 
which  was  a  great  help  to  all  societies  in 
the  Classis. 

We  sent  a  box  of  clothing  to  Ellis 
Island  for  needy  immigrants.  We  took 
a  donation  of  provisions  and  canned 
good  and  jelly  to  the  local  Crittenden 
Home. 

Best  of  all,  we  have  grown  spiritually. 
Many  of  our  women  raise  their  voices 
in  prayer  to  God  at  our  meetings.  We 
have  also  all  agreed  to  offer  prayer  for 
our  work,  wherever  we  are  at  9  A.  M., 
which  helps  to  kindle  missionary  interest 
in  our  hearts. 

Alice  K.  Sonadecker. 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 


The  best  thing  the  Woman's  Foreign 
year,  I  think,  was  to  keep  constantly  be- 
fore the  members  the  standard  for  a 
front-line  society,  with  some  definite  re- 
sponsibility for  each  member.  The  feel- 
ing that  I  am  responsible  for  this,  be  it 
ever  so  little,  will  be  an  incentive  to  ef- 
fort, and  effort  means  sornething  accom- 
plished. I  think  each  one  of  our  ladies 
had  a  part  in  planning  and  conducting  at 
least  one  meeting  during  the  year. 

Of  course,  we  never  forget  that  this 
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is  the  Master's  work  we  are  doing,  and 
the  utmost  we  can  do  is  as  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  great  love  and  sacrifice  He 
has  given  for  us. 

After  all,  I  believe  the  best  thing  any 
society  can  do  is  Pray  and  Praise.  By 
praise  I  mean  earnestly  and  cheerfully 
strive  to  do  our  best  to  answer  our 
prayer. 

Mary  C.  Remsburg. 

lola,  Kansas. 


The  best  thing  the  Women's  Foreign 
and  Home  Mission  Society  of  Trinity 
Reformed  Church  did  last  year  was  our 
campaign  for  new  members  and  for  Out- 
look subscribers.  Result,  sixteen  new 
members,  fifteen  subscribers.  The  best 
thing  we  have  planned  for  the  coming 
year  is  our  Mission  Study  Class  of  ten 
members,  using  "Daybreak  in  the  Dark 
Continent." 

Mrs.  J.  U.  Geier. 
Carrollton,  Ohio.  Secretary. 


WHISPERINGS   FROM   THE   GREAT  IN- 
TERIOR. 

Stonington,  111.,  March  25,  1913. 
My  Dear  Co- Workers  : 

My  greatest  joy  would  be  to  convey 
to  you  a  glowing  description  of  some 
wonderful  achievement  that  had  been  ac- 
complished by  our  society  during  the 
past  year,  but  when  asked  to  contribute 
a  brief  article  telling  *'the  best  thing  our 
society  had  done,"  I  was  somewhat  puz- 
zled to  know  what  we  had  really  done 
that  was  worthy  of  mention,  but  after 
careful  consideration  I  dwelt  permanent- 
ly upon  one  conclusive  thought,  and  so 
the  message  I  communicate  to  you  will 
only  be  the  revealing  of  some  of  the 
plans  by  which  an  infant  plant  is  striv- 
ing to  maintain  an  existence  among  the 
sturdy,  deep-rooted  and  well-matured  or- 
ganizations that  have  risen  to  promi- 
nence through  years  of  patience  and  per- 
severence.  How  we  shall  succeed  de- 
pends largely  upon  our  future  efforts. 
However,  we  have  no  reason  to  feel  dis- 
couraged with  our  past  year's  work,  for 
we  have  been  rewarded  with  numerical 


and  spiritual  strength.  Beginning  the 
year  as  we  did  with  the  ''unlucky  13," 
our  membership  has  increased  to  22,  with 
only  two  losses. 

Early  in  the  fall  we  observed  "Guest 
Day"  with  a  lawn  festival.  The  invita- 
tions included  the  members  of  the  so- 
ciety and  their  household,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  one  invited  guest  for  each  mem- 
ber, hoping  thereby  to  reach  a  number 
of  prospective  memibers.  In  this  we 
were  successful,  and  one  lady  remarked 
that  it  was  the  first  time  she  had  ever 
attended  a  missionary  meeting,  and  since 
then  has  scarcely  been  known  to  be  ab- 
sent. Others  are  attending  regularly  and 
seem  deeply  interested,  though  they  have 
not  as  yet  identified  themselves  as  mem- 
bers, but  are  encouraging  the  work  by 
their  presence  and  contributions. 

We  have  adopted  a  regular  course  of 
mission  study  and  a  portion  of  each  meet- 
ing is  devoted  to  these  lessons.  We  are 
now  making  the  acquaintance  of  our 
Japanese  friends.  By  this  means  we  have 
interested  a  large  number  in  the  read- 
ing of  missionary  literature.  By  the  use 
of  the  thank-offering  boxes  we  have 
reached  a  number  of  others  who  were 
not  helping  in  any  other  way,  but  were 
willing  to  contribute  their  silent  offer- 
ing. These  are  only  a  few  of  the  ad- 
vanced steps  we  have  made,  but  we  feel 
that  when  the  individuals  are  interested 
enough  to  be  faithful  in  attendance  and 
to  duty  and  to  assume  the  obligation  of 
self-enlightenment,  that  half  the  prob- 
lem of  a  progressive  missionary  society 
is  solved.  But,  if  we  are  to  single  out  the 
best  thing  our  society  did  in  the  past 
year,  it  was  becoming  efficient  in  prayer. 
Heretofore  in  this  one  particular  we  have 
been  weak,  but  onward  and  upward  has 
been  our  motto,  with  prayer  as  our 
watchword.  This  has  been  emphasized  at 
almost  every  session  of  our  society,  and 
by  the  aid  of  our  outlined  programs, 
which  have  been  so  full  of  the  spirit  of 
prayer,  has  performed  its  mission,  and 
now,  I  believe,  that  every  member  of 
our  society,  without  a  single  exception, 
will  volunteer  to  pray  when  the  opportu- 
nity is  offered,  and  our  earnest  prayer  for 
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the  future  is  that  this  weak  foster-child 
may  some  day  become  one  of  the  strong 
pillars  in  reaching  out  to  win  a  world 
for  Christ.    Yours  in  the  work, 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Albright. 


BEST  THING  LAST  YEAR. 

There  is  a  uniform  willingness  to  meet 
fully  all  obligations  imposed  by  the  high- 
er bodies.  The  effort  has  been  made  to 
reach  as  nearly  as  possible  the  require- 
ments of  a  Front-line  Society — twelve 
regular  meetings,  regular  programs,  etc. 
Our  open  meetings,  gi\en  occasionally, 
aim  to  bring  missions  before  the  people 
and  try  to  enlist  the  uninterested. 

The  classical  organizer  of  the  auxili- 
ary work  is  one  of  our  honored  and  no- 
ble women.  She  will  shortly  organize 
classes  among  us.  We  have  plenty  of 
material  among  the  young  folks — up  to 
70  years. 

O.  W.  M.  S. 

Bloomville,  Ohio. 


THE  BEST  THING. 

MRS.  CHARLES  E.  MILLER. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  an  active 
Society,  one  finds  it  difficult  to  select  the 
particular  thing  which  could  be  called 
best  of  all.  The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  the  First  Reformed  Church, 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  has  introduced  several  new 
features  during  the  year,  but  it  is  not 
always  the  new  things  which  are  best. 
The  old  methods  which  have  been  proved 
valuable  should  be  retained,  only  intro- 
ducing new  features  as  the  circumstances 
demand  changes,  and  as  they  are  needed 
to  keep  up  the  interest  in  the  work. 

Last  Fall  our  women  were  divided  into 
three  groups,  studying  in  turn  the  three 
books,  "The  Challenge  of  the  City," 
"The  Open  Country"  and  'The  Upward 
Path."  This  not  only  proved  to  be  a 
source  of  much  information,  but  has 
awakened  a  new  interest  in  the  different 
fields  presented  and  incidentally  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  some  social  pleasure 
in  bringing  our  women  together  more 
frequently. 


A  Graduate  of  Miyagi  Girls'  School,  Sendai, 
Japan. 


Each  month  our  President  appoints  a 
Reception  Committee,  consisting  of  six 
ladies,  whose  duty  it  is  to  try  and  meet 
and  welcome  all  strangers  who  come  to 
the  services  during  that  month.  This  is 
a  valuable  aid  to  our  pastor,  as  well  as 
helping  our  members  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  one  another.  During  the  year 
flowers  have  carried  cheer  to  twenty-one 
sick  members.  For  years  we  have  had 
the  thank-offering  boxes,  which  we  have 
always  opened  at  the  November  meeting, 
because  it  seemed  the  fitting  time  for  this 
offering.  This  meeting  is  looked  forward 
to  as  one  of  our  best  meetings  and  the 
interest  has  always  been  marked.  But 
this  year  seemed  as  if  the  high  point  had 
been  reached,  when  in  a  downpour  of 
rain  forty-four  ladies  gathered  to  lay  on 
the  altar  their  thank-offering. 

The  real  strength  of  our  Society  is  in 
the  monthly  meetings,  and  the  enthusias- 
tic interest  is  kept  up  by  varied  and  well- 
prepared  programs.  Our  efforts  the  pres- 
ent year  will  be  directed  toward  making 
our  Society  a  Front-Line  Society. 

Tiffin.  Ohio. 
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BEST  ENDEAVORS  LAST  YEAR. 

We  cannot  express  ourselves  in  one 
great  efifort,  but  we  feel  we  are  progress- 
ing slowly  in  various  ways.  We  sent  a 
delegate  to  Classis  last  year,  which  was 
of  a  great  benefit  to  us,  as  it  brought  us 
in  touch  with  other  societies. 

We  are  affiliated  with  the  Interdenom- 
inational Society,  which  holds  quarterly 
meetings,  one  denomination  acting  as 
hostess,  while  two  others  have  charge  of 
the  programs,  continuing  so  until  each 
has  served  in  each  capacity.  There  are 
eleven  denominations  represented  in  the 
society,  and  we  find  it  helpful  indeed. 
Each  denomination  is  represented  on  the 
board  and  also  on  the  various  commit- 
tees. 

We  send  a  delegate  each  year  to  the 
Summer  School  of  Missions,  where  they 
are  privileged  to  hear  the  best  speakers 
that  can  be  secured. 

For  five  years  we  have  studied  the 
Foreign  Mission  Book  most  thoroughly. 
After  this  year  we  hope  to  add  to  this 
the  Home  Mission  Book. 

Mrs.  Maude  E.  Zimmerman. 

Denver,  Colorado. 


l^tlp!&  for  ti}t  ®0ptr 

By  Gbrtrude  M,  Cooan 


LIFE'S  BROAD  PRINCIPLE. 

The  broad  principle  of  life  seems  to 
me  to  be  this :  To  have  some  work  in 
hand  in  which  one  is  interested,  either 
because  the  work  is  interesting  or  because 
the  product  of  the  work  is  worth  while; 
and  to  take  that  form  of  recreation  which 
is  best  fitted  to  re-create  the  body,  mind 
and  spirit,  when  exhausted  by  its  toil, 
and  so  fit  it  for  resumption  of  serious 
work  upon  the  morrow. 

No  recreation  is  wrong  which  really 
does  re-create. 

No  recreation  is  right  which  does  not 
re-create. 

But  in  the  choice  of  recreation  every 
one  should  have  regard  for  his  social 
surroundings  and  the  effect  of  his  life 
and  example  upon  others. — Lyman  Ab- 
bott, in  the  Outlook. 


THE  PROGRAM  FOR  JUNE. 
"Yamagata,  Japan." 
Almost  persuaded. — Acts  26:  1-29. 
Study  of  the  Mission  field : 

1.  Describe  the  location  of  Japan — 
have  a  map  if  possible,  and  trace  the 
route  missionaries  would  take  in  going 
to  Japan.    Locate  Yamagata. 

2.  Read  the  articles  in  this  issue  on 
the  topic. 

3.  Invite  remarks  or  discussion  on 
points  in  the  articles  read. 

4.  Describe  the  kind  of  houses  and 
sanitation  in  Japan,  and  discuss  the  posi- 
tion of  the  missionary  who  has  no  other 
than  a  Japanese  house  to  live  in. 

5.  Read  article  on  ''Social  Life  of 
Japanese  Women,"  by  Mrs.  Bartholo- 
mew. 

6.  Describe  the  climate  and  discuss 
the  physical  difficulties  of  those  who  have 
a  strenuous  work  in  that  country. 

7.  Read  letter  from  Mrs.  H.  H.  Cook,. 
Yamagata.  (Procure  free  from  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Nadig,  Allentown,  Pa.) 

Pray  for  the  health  of  the  missionaries 
during  the  heat  of  this  season.  For 
means  to  build  enough  houses  for  all  our 
missionaries.  For  chapels  to  house  our 
patient  congregations  that  are  without 
a  proper  place  of  worship.  For  the  na- 
tive evangelists  and  Bible  women.  For 
the  millions  yet  unreached  in  that  land. 

Distribute  literature.  See  Mrs.  Gek- 
eler's  announcements  under  ''Literature"" 
in  this  issue. 

Doxology. 

(Hymns  No.  12,  No.  13  and  No.  50  in 
"The  Missionary  Hymnal"  may  be  used.) 


"Our  torch  emits  new  flame  while  we 
light  the  lamp  of  others." 


BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  WORK  IN 
YAMAGATA. 

GERTRUDE  M.  COGAN. 

TyTlHE  Gospel  of  Christ  was  first 
1   I    preached  in  this  large  field  in 
the  summer  of  1886.    And  a 
^^'^t    strange  story  is  connected  with 
it.   Rev.  Robert  Davidson,  a  Scotch  Pres- 
byterian missionary,  and  a  native  evan- 
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gelist  were  holding  a  meeting  in  a  place 
north  of  Tokyo.  After  the  preaching  was 
over  a  young  man  giving  his  name  as 
Yuzuru  Suda  came  forward  and  told  a 
wonderful  story.  He  had  been  a  vassal 
of  an  old  clan  in  Yamagata  Ken,  and  he 
was  now  secretary  of  a  great  Philosophi- 
cal Society  numbering  three  hundred 
members!  Many  in  this  society  favored 
Christianity.  He,  the  secretary,  had  been 
making  inquiry  into  Christianity  and  had 
heard  favorable  reports  about  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  so  he  had  started  for 
Tokyo  to  find  a  missionary  who  would 
come  and  preach  this  religion  in  his 
town,  Kaminoyama,  Yamagata  Ken. 
Passing  along  he  had  noticed  the  posters 
announcing  this  meeting  of  Rev.  David- 
son's and  as  it  was  just  what  he  was 
looking  for,  he  came  in.  Now  wouldn't 
Rev.  Davidson  visit  his  town  and  preach 
there?  The  anxious  young  man  said 
that  the  Philosophical  Society  would  pay 
half  the  expenses. 

Mr.  Davidson  prepared  to  go  and  did 
go.  And  it  happened  that  at  the  same 
time,  three  Japanese  students  of  the  min- 
istry set  out  to  hold  a  meeting  in  this  very 
place  during  their  vacation.  So  they  all 
joined   in   together    for   the  meetmgs. 


There  were  about  800  people  at  the  first 
meeting.  Mr.  Davidson  was  of  course 
anxious  to  hear  of  the  young  Suda  who 
had  inspired  him  to  come,  so  he  made 
inquiries  about  him.  And  what  was  his 
surprise  when  he  found  that  there  was  no 
Suda,  and  not  a  trace  of  the  "Philosoph- 
ical Society."  Such  a  society  had  not 
existed  at  all.  By  describing  Mr.  "Suda" 
he  learned  that  the  young  man  had  been  a 
Buddhist  priest  and  was  noted  for  his 
bad  character. 

What  led  that  young  ex-Buddhist 
priest  to  invent  such  a  story  and  use  it  as 
influence  to  get  a  Christian  missionary 
into  his  country  ?  We  cannot  judge.  But 
the  fact  remains  that  this  incident  opened 
up  that  country  in  Yamagata  to  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  sister  de- 
nominations in  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan,  it  turned  out  that  our 
own  Dr.  Moore  came  to  Yamagata  City 
in  1887.  Kaminoyama  being  only  eight 
miles  distant,  it  finally  fell  to  our  care. 
It  was  a  very  immoral  town  and  openly 
so.  No  place  could  be  in  more  need  of 
the  purifying  Gospel  of  Jesus.  The  work 
of  the  missionaries  was  blessed  and  has 
been  a  growing  influence  for  good.  Boys 


Rev.  H.  H.  Cook  and  Helper  in  the  Tent  Where  Many  Meetings  Are  Held. 
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and  girls  from  here  have  gone  to  our 
schools  in  Sendai  and  thus  the  founda- 
tion is  laid  for  enduring  work. 

Yaniagata  City  is  the  capital  of  Yama- 
gata  Ken  and  has  about  33,000  people. 
There  was  a  new  English-Japanese  school 
here  to  which  Dr.  Moore  had  been  called 
as  teacher.  This  was  evidently  a  direc- 
tion of  God's  hand,  since  the  school  had 
been  founded  by  wealthy  officials,  and 
was  hostile  to  the  Christian  religion.  Stu- 
dents were  warned  not  to  attend  any 
meetings  held  by  Christians.  But  our 
missionary  teacher  had  not  been  there 
long  until  they  saw  that  his  life  was 
guided  by  some  powerful  inner  force,  the 
fruits  of  which  they  could  see,  but  the 
source  of  which,  was  unknown  to  them. 
They  were  students  eager  for  knowledge, 
eager  to  grasp  what  was  new,  and  Dr. 
Moore  opened  his  own  house  to  those 
who  wished  instruction  in  the  Bible. 
This  met  with  gratifying  success.  Other 
plans  followed  and  succeeded,  until  the 
influence  became  largely  Christian  in  the 
school.  Dr.  Schneder,  Mr.  Oshikawa  and 
others  taught  from  time  to  time. 

A  most  valuable  asset  in  the  beginning 
here  were  the  family  of  Mr.  Jo  Kuran- 
aga,  Dr.  Moore's  helper,  who  had  come 
with  him  from  Sendai.  While  Dr.  Moore 
was  engaged  with  the  students,  Mrs. 
Moore  and  the  Jo  family  did  much  per- 
sonal work  among  the  people  of  the 
town.  The  friends  of  the  Gospel  grew 
so  in  numbers  that  a  church  building  be- 
came necessary,  and  a  house  of  worship 
was  erected.  Blessings  abounded  and  it 
looked  as  if  the  congregation  would  be 
strong  enough  for  self  support  in  a  few- 
years.  But  those  members  who  had 
money  were  officials,  and  it  happened 
that  the  government  moved  these  officials 
to  other  places.  Then,  too,  other  mem- 
bers, and  whole  families  moved  away — 
for  people  in  Japan  ''move"  just  as  peo- 
ple in  America  do,  and  we  know  what 
that  means  in  a  congregation  here  at 
home. 

While  our  visible  work  in  Yamagata  at 
this  time  seemed  to  diminish  with  the  re- 
moval of  some  of  our  best  material,  yet 
wherever  they  went  they  carried  the 
Gospel  leaven,  and  God's  eye  will  keep 


watch,  and  His  hand  direct  it  to  help  in 
making  Japan  a  Christian  nation. 

After  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moore,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  H.  K.  Miller  became  the  workers  at 
Yamagata,  and  subsequently,  native  evan- 
gelists were  on  the  field.  Many  circum- 
stances interferred  from  time  to  time 
rendering  it  difficult  for  the  works  to 
carry  out  their  plans.  In  September,. 
1902,  a  typhoon  wrecked  the  church 
building.  The  building  had  stood  od 
rented  ground.  This  complicated  the  sit- 
uation and  it  was  decided  to  buy  a  lot 
and  move  the  wrecked  building  to  it  and 
rebuild.  It  just  happened  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  had 
a  sum  of  money  which  he  had  been  given 
to  be  used  where  he  thought  best,  and 
here  was  a  need.  So  half  of  this  money 
went  to  rebuild  the  wrecked  church  at 
Yamagata. 

In  December,  1902,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H. 
H.  Cook  were  commissioned  to  Yama- 
gata, and  are  still  there.  Their  work  was 
halted  in  1911  when  a  fire  laid  waste  the 
church  building.  The  old  church  now 
utterly  destroyed,  they  were  without  a 
place  to  hold  meetings,  and  Missionary 
Cook  began  at  once  to  appeal  for  funds 
to  build  a  new  chapel.  As  yet  the  funds 
have  not  been  adequate  to  complete  this 
task,  and  Missionary  Cook  has  patiently 
labored  on,  bearing  upon  his  shoulders 
the  heavy  burden. 

In  this  province  or  Ken,  are  approxi- 
mately a  million  people.  One  missionary 
and  several  Japanese  helpers  preach  at 
ten  different  places.  But  what  can  they 
accomplish  with  no  chapels?  We  make 
their  work  so  hard — no,  we  make  Christ's 
work  so  hard  to  accomplish,  by  withhold- 
ing the  needed  tools  from  His  willing  ser- 
vants on  the  field. 

No  field  is  more  appealing  than  this 
field  of  Yamagata,  and  no  missionary 
could  give  himself  more  absolutely  to  a 
field  than  Missionary  Cook  is  doing.  A 
great  opportunity  awaits  us  here,  if  we 
will  rise  to  its  call. 

(Acknowledgment. — For  some  of  the 
information  in  the  foregoing  article,  the 
writer  is  indebted  to  reports  of  Revs.  H. 
K.  Miller  and  J.  P.  Moore,  D.  D.— 
G.  M.  C.) 
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(One  of  the  great  days  in  Japan  is  the  Doll 
Festival.  The  children  of  Missionary  Cook 
celebrated  the  occasion  at  Yamagata.) 


"The  Japanese  girls  had  their  Dolls' 
Festival  last  week.  During  the  year  they 
have  their  dolls  stored  away,  and  on 
March  3d  they  take  them  out  and  put 
them  up  in  rows  for  three  days ;  then  the 
children  are  taught  how  to  serve  tea  and 
cake.  Our  girls  begged  me  to  put  up 
their  dolls  in  Japanese  style,  and  they 
are  having  a  great  time  now.  The  dolls 
are  being  fed  very  often  during  the  day. 
Most  of  the  Japanese  dolls  have  been 
given  them  by  Japanese  friends.  Mr. 
Cook  took  their  picture  and  I  send  you 
one." — From  a  letter  by  Mrs.  Cook  to  a 
friend. 


YAMAGATA. 

HE  thought  that  is  constantly 
in  the  minds  of  your  mis- 
sionaries is  how  to  give  the 
people  in  whose  midst  we  have 
been  placed  by  a  divine  Providence  a 
small  taste  of  the  infinite  love  of  our 
Heavenly  Father.  In  fact,  this  is  the 
problem  of  missionary  work.  We  do  a 
great  deal  of  preaching  and  teaching  on 
this  subject,  and  sometimes  imagine  that 
we  have  made  a  small  impression  upon 
our  inquirers,  when  lo,  their  next  ques- 
tion reveals  to  us  that  our  efforts  have 
been  in  vain.  As  a  rule,  we  drop  the 
subject  soon  after  we  have  made  it  as 
clear  as  possible  with  the  prayer  that 
God's  Spirit  open  the  eyes  of  our  blind 
inquirers,  and  not  infrequently  they  re- 
turn a  week  or  so  later  with  the  happy 


message:  "Now  I  understand."  While 
such  experiences  reveal  to  us  the  utter 
hopelessness  of  our  work,  if  we  trust  m 
our  own  strength  and  wisdom,  they  also 
show  us  the  wonderful  method  God  uses- 
in  saving  precious  souls,  and  encourage 
us  to  continue  our  efforts  to  bring  God's- 
message  to  sinful  men  near  to  all  who 
are  willing  to  listen. 

There  are  over  930,000  people  living 
in  my  field  who  are  all  dear  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  A  large  number  of 
them  live  lives  of  coarse  and  open  sin- 
without  even  imagining  that  they  are  do- 
ing anything  out  of  the  way.  "Every- 
body does  it,"  are  words  we  hear  every- 
where. That  man  lives  for  a  higher  pur- 
pose than  mere  personal  enjoyment  is  a 
strange  thought  to  this  people.  Man 
lives  by  bread,  and  by  bread  alone,  this 
is  the  thought  that  permeates  life  all 
around  us.  Women  are  sold  and  bought 
and  some  of  their  owners  even  make  a 
great  ado  in  the  daily  newspapers  about 
the  prizes  they  have  acquired. 

Japanese  women  are  said  to  be  very 
happy.  They  seem  to  be  so  when  a  per- 
son meets  them  on  the  streets.  They 
have  a  wonderful  power  to  hide  their 
feelings,  and  it  takes  a  trained  eye  to- 
see  that  something  is  wrong  in  their 
lives.  During  the  last  two  years  I  have 
had  many  a  glimpse  in  Japanese  family 
life,  and  so  speak  from  personal  experi- 
ence when  I  say  that  beneath  the  seem- 
ing happiness  of  Japanese  women  there 
is  a  deep  undercurrent  of  sorrow  that 
is  constantly  growing  deeper.  What  a 
joy  when  we  learn  that  the  message  of 
God's  love  which  we  have  brought  to 
such  women  throws  rays  of  resplendent 
light  and  hope  into  their  sad  and  dark- 
ened souls. 

By  distributing  many  thousand  tracts 
and  publishing  short  sermons  in  the 
Yamagata  -  Daily,  and  by  making  many 
trips  into  the  country,  I  have  been  scat- 
tering the  seed  very  widely  and  have  se- 
cured the  names  of  over  one  hundred  peo- 
ple interested  in  Christianity  to  whom  I 
send  Christian  literature  once  a  month. 
By  these  methods  I  hope  to  prepare  the 
way  for  establishing  Christian  churches 
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in  the  many  towns  and  villages  in  this 
prefecture  which  will  then  wield  such  an 
influence  upon  public  opinion  that  it  will 
no  longer  permit  the  present  corrupt  con- 
ditions of  family  life. 

The  immediate  needs  of  my  field  are 
a  lady  missionary  for  Yamagata  city, 
four  small  chapels  and  five  native  work- 
ers. 

H.  H.  Cook. 
Yamagata,  March  14,  1913. 
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JUNE  PROGRAM. 

In  connection  with  your  visit  to  Japan 
in  June,  it  will  be  helpful  to  read  of  an- 
other's visit  to  that  country.  ''Where 
Half  the  World  is  Waking  Up,"  is  the 
title  of  a  recent  book  by  Clarence  Poe,  a 
newspaper  man  of  the  South.  Mr.  Poe 
reports  his  trip  through  Japan,  China,  In- 
dia and  the  Philippines  in  an  entertaining 
style,  and  gives  especial  reference  to  in- 
dustrial conditions.  Either  of  the  chap- 
ters on  Japan  would  be  suitable  to  use  in 
your  meeting,  and  you  can  doubtless  se- 
cure the  book  from  your  public  library. 

In  the  Outlook  for  June,  1912,  you 
will  find  an  article  on  ''Kindergarten 
Work  in  Japan,"  by  Mrs.  Bartholomew, 
w^hich  will  help  you  to  understand  the 
needs  of  the  mothers  and  homes  of  Japan. 

SOCIAL  LIFE  OF  JAPANESE  WOMEN 

JULIA    HALL  BARTHOLOMEW. 

fjtf  Yl  N  taking   a   glance   at   the  so- 
Ettl  JL  J    cial  life  of  w^omen  in  Japan, 
lS5S|    let   us   begin   with  childhood, 
'  for  even  at  the  earliest  age  the 

line  of  distinction  between  the  sexes  is 
quite  marked.  Much  more  joy  is  mani- 
fested upon  the  birth  of  a  son  than  of  a 
daughter.  This  feeling  is  largely  due  to 
the  Oriental  custom  of  ancestral  worship, 
which  is  incumbent  upon  the  sons  who 
maintain  and  perpetuate  the  family  line. 
However,  contact  with  Western  ideals 
is  bringing  about  a  change  with  regard 


to  these  matters,  as  well  as  almost  if  not 
quite  all  things  that  affect  the  status 
of  women.  Sidney  L.  Gulick  says:  "I 
have  been  told  that  since  the  coming  in 
of  the  new  civilization  and  the  rise  of 
new  ideas  about  woman,  marriage  and 
home,  there  is  clearly  observable  to  the 
Japanese  themselves  a  change  in  the  way 
in  which  children  are  being  treated.  But, 
even  still,  the  elder  son  takes  the  more 
prominent  place  in  the  affection  of  the 
family,  and  sons  precede  daughters." 

Little  girls  soon  learn,  at  least,  that 
they  are  considered  by  all  as  creatures  of 
less  consequence  than  their  brothers.  And 
yet  there  is  much  happiness  in  the  life 
of  the  girl-child,  for  Japan  has  been 
called  "the  paradise  of  children,"  and 
parents  are  kind  and  indulgent  to  both 
boys  and  girls. 

Industrial  conditions  permit  that  both 
fathers  and  mothers  can  spend  much 
time  with  their  families.  Holidays  and 
festal  occasions  are  participated  in  by 
the  children  in  company  with  their  par- 
ents. The  great  annual  festival  for  girls 
is  the  Hina  Matsuri,  or  Feast  of  Dolls. 
Both  women  and  girls  take  a  great  in- 
terest in  this  occasion,  as  dolls  are  highly 
regarded.  It  is  told  that  when  any  doll 
becomes  too  old  and  ragged  for  further 
keeping,  it  is  buried  at  the  foot  of  a  cer- 
tain kind  of  tree,  since  it  has  represent- 
ed to  the  owner  a  real  creature  which 
called  forth  her  feelings  of  maternity. 

The  Feast  of  Dolls  occurs  on  the  3d 
day  of  March.  At  this  time  all  girls  are 
expected  to  enjoy  the  display  of  dolls, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  great  and  small, 
which  their  own  home  affords,  and  also 
to  visit  about  with  admiring  interest  in 
the  dolls  of  their  friends  and  neighbors. 
In  every  household  the  dolls,  some  hav- 
ing historic  value,  are  set  out  in  stately 
array.  Tea  and  sweetmeats  are  served, 
and  there  is  much  bowing  and  smiling 
by  grown  folks  and  children. 

Early  in  life  the  demure  little  maiden 
in  Japan  is  taught  lessons  of  obedience 
and  respect  to  parents  and  grandparents, 
and  that  she  must  wait  upon  these,  as 
well  as  upon  her  brothers.  This  train- 
ing, as  also  the  impersonality  of  the  Jap- 
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anese,  is  conducive  to  the  cultivation  of 
a  reserve  and  a  shyness  in  women,  espe- 
cially when  in  the  presence  of  men. 
Maidenhood  brings  with  it  the  obligation 
to  learn  prescribed  rules  of  etiquette,  the 
same  rules  that  have  been  studied  and 
faithfully  followed  by  many  generations. 
Domestic  duties  are  also  learned  in  the 
same  way  by  young  girls,  and  serving 
tea  and  playing  on  the  koto  are  among 
their  accomplishments. 

Matrimonial  arrangements  are  made 
by  a  middleman,  selected  by  parents,  and 
the  girl  has  seldom  much,  if  any,  choice 
as  to  whom  she  shall  be  wed.  The  ex- 
change of  presents  is  the  token  of  a  be- 
trothal, and  when  presents  have  once 
been  exchanged  there  is  no  drawing 
back.  The  bride  leaves  the  home  of  her 
parents  dressed  in  white — the  color  of 
mourning,  signifying  that .  she  is  now 
dead  to  her  own  family.  After  she  has 
passed  out,  the  doorway  is  swept,  as  it 
is  when  the  dead  have  been  carried  to 
their  last  resting  place.  These  are  Jap- 
anese customs  quite  unaffected  by  Chris- 
tian influences,  of  course. 

After  marriage  the  young  bride  gen- 
erally becomes  a  member  of  the  house- 
hold of  the  parents  of  her  husband,  or, 
if  he  happens  to  be  the  head  of  the  fam- 
ily, his  mother  lives  in  his  home,  and 
is  virtually  the  ruler.  There  is  something 
very  sweet  and  tranquil  in  the  domestic 
and  social  life  of  the  Japanese  women. 
And  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  the  worthy 
features  of  it  all  were  overlooked  when 
implanting  Occidental  customs.  The 
most  humble  home  possesses  a  garden, 
and  gardens  of  families  of  well-to-do  and 
cultured  people  are  charming  retreats. 
Here  the  women  spend  much  time  with 
their  children  playing  about  them.  Here 
guests  are  entertained  and  over  the  ever- 
present  cup  of  social  tea  womanly  and 
domestic  affairs  are  discussed. 

The  codes  of  moral  restraints  for  men 
have  always  been  extremely  lax — while 
they  were  most  rigid  for  the  wife.  Di- 
vorces are  very  numerous,  but  are  al- 
most always  sought  by  the  men.  A 
mother  is  never,  under  any  circumstances, 
permitted  to  have  her  children.  They 


must  be  reared  in  the  father's  family.  As 
the  Japanese  woman  clings  most  affec- 
tionately and  faithfully  to  her  children, 
she  is  usually  willing  to  endure  unhap- 
piness  rather  than  seek  a  divorce  and 
part  from  her  dearest  ones  at  the  same 
time. 

The  Japanese  people  are  rather  behind 
the  times  in  drainage  and  some  other 
modern  measures  of  sanitation.  Yet  the 
women  of  good  circumstances,  in  cities 
and  towns,  have  good  medical  attention 
and  the  services  of  trained  nurses.  One 
is  pleased  with  the  tidiness  and  cleanli- 
ness that  are  seen  on  every  side.  Our 
overcrowded  houses  might  be  much  more 
attractive  were  we  to  learn  the  lesson  of 
simplicity  in  furnishings  and  ornaments 
that  is  found  even  in  the  most  elabor- 
ate homes  in  Japan. 

Every  woman  of  refinement  knows 
something  of  the  art  of  floral  decoration, 
and  brings  a  bit  of  nature  into  her  living 
room.  But  the  rules  of  this  art  do  not 
admit  of  anything  more  than  a  single 
branch  of  a  bloomingplantor  three  sprays 
of  flowers  used  at  any  time  together. 
Only  a  few  ornaments,  perhaps  just  a 
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vase  and  a  kakimono,  are  in  evidence, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  jar  upon  the 
aesthetic  sensibiHties  w^hen  one  is  calHng 
in  a  Japanese  home.  On  every  occasion 
tea  is  served. 

Women  dress  in  very  modest  colors, 
even  at  the  most  formal  functions.  Neu- 
tral tints,  some  very  lovely  shades  of 
blue,  and  black  are  chosen  by  w^omen  of 
the  better  classes.  The  flowery  crepes 
that  are  brought  to  our  shops  are  little 
used  by  ladies  in  Japan.  The  little  girls 
w^ear  the  bright  shades  and  gay  patterns. 
As  the  girls  grow  up  they  gradually  don 
more  quiet  garments,  and  after  marriage 
a  woman  seldom  wears  a  kimono  of 
striking  color  or  design.  At  the  same 
time,  their  silks  and  crepes  are  of  lovely 
shades  and  fine  texture.  Blue  cotton  sup- 
plies the  material  for  the  ordinary  house- 
gown  and  the  working  woman's  gown. 
Nor  do  women  of  refinement  ever  wear 
the  immense  hair  ornaments  that  one 
sees  in  pictures.  Only  women  of  ill-re- 
pute array  themselves  in  gaudy  clothes 
and  striking  ornaments. 

The  social  life  of  women  in  Japan  is 
necessarily  the  domestic  life  largely,  for 
only  in  recent  times,  since  the  influence 
of  Christianity  has  been  felt,  have  Jap- 
anese women  mixed  to  any  extent  in  so- 
cial life  outside  of  the  home. 


HOW  TO  TELL  THE  STORY. 

MISS  ANNA  FROEHLICH. 

A  young  woman  had  come  to  do  mis- 
sionary work  in  China;  Dr.  McCurdy 
asked  her  to  tell  the  Gospel  Story  to  a 
company  of  Chinese  and  he  would  act  as 
interpreter. 

She  relied,  "Tell  them  God  is  love." 

"They  would  not  understand.  They  do 
not  know  what  love  is." 

She  then  added,  "Tell  them  God  is  a 
spirit." 

"They  would  not  listen  to  anything 
more  that  you  have  to  say.  They  would 
flee.  They  are  afraid  of  spirits.  They 
have  lived  in  a  primitive  state  without  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  of  life,  leav- 
ing coal  and  minerals  in  which  their 
country  abounds  unmined  because  they 


believe  the  earth  to  be  inhabited  by  spirits. 
They  live  in  fear  of  offending  the  spirits. 

"We  approach  them  thus :  Bowing 
deeply,  we  say,  'Does  it  please  you  to  tell 
me  whom  you  worship.' 

"The  Chinese  replies,  Tn  my  miser- 
able country  wx  worship  the  prophet  Con- 
fucius." " 

"When  did  he  live?" 

"He  lived  in  551." 

"When  did  he  die?" 

"He  died  in  478." 

"Then  the  Chinese,  who  is  very  cere- 
monious, bowing  deeply,  would  say, 
'Whom  do  you  worship  in  your  excellent 
country?'  " 

"We  worship  Jesus." 

"When  did  He  live?" 

"He  lived  two  thousand  years  ago." 

"When  did  he  die?" 

"He  never  died.   He  ever  liveth." 

"Then,"  said  the  missionary,  "they  are 
ready  to  listen  to  the  Gospel  Story.  They 
want  to  hear  about  Jesus  who  lives  for- 
ever and  who  gives  his  people  eternal 
life." 


FIELD  NOTES. 

The  Field  Secretary  spent  March  and 
part  of  April  at  the  desk  making  records, 
filing,  etc.,  and  helping  "by  mail"  the 
many  who  write  for  information  and  sug- 
gestions. 

Sunday  appointments  were  filled  at  Le- 
highton.  Pa.;  Bethany  Tabernacle,  Phil- 
adelphia and  Faith  Church,  Reading.  An 
itinerary  of  North  Carolina  Classis  will 
be  made  during  the  last  weeks  in  April. 

Gertrude  M.  Cogan, 

Field  Secretary. 


YOU  CAN  ANSWER. 

Is  it  true  that  we  are  not  leading,  not 
placing  emphasis  where  it  belongs?  If 
true,  what  can  be  done  to  get  the  Con- 
ference and  the  Boards  and  Churches 
represented  in  the  Conference  on  a  right 
footing,  for  the  campaign  in  which  we 
are  engaged?  The  enquiry  demands 
speedy  attention  and  frank,  conscientious 
investigation,  for  eternal  interests  are  at 
stake. 


